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GEMS OF BAMILTONIA from PETE HANGER 

Of course. it had to be kept dark. Bunter was too busy in envisaging his coming wealth to think much 
about the shady s ide of the proceedings. He was willing to admit. as a mauer o f argument, that gambling was 
wrong , or. at least disrep1,1table; but there were e11ceptiuns to every rule - in favour ot" Bunter. Besides. an 
absolu te certajnty Like this could hardly be called gambling: it was more like a sobe r and seda te business 
transaction. Anyhow . if Bunter's fat conscience had a twinge or two on the subject. the twinges were not 
severe. 

Bunter was the happy possessor of a very accommodating conscience, and it co uld always stretch a 
little when required. Still, the thing had to be kept dark . Beoigbt.ed Headmasters and foolish Fom, masters 
did not understand such thitigs - even the Remove men, instead or admiring Bunter' s geni us. would simply 
look on him as a disreputable young rasca l - they might even kick him; Peter Todd , in fact , was sure to kick 
hirn , if he knew . Bunte r realised that his racing transac tions cou ld not be kept too dark . MAGNET 1068 

"AU r ight!'' said Billy Bunte r. Bllnter 's tone, which was fearfully sarcas tic and sardonic, implied. that in 
point of fact. ii was far from all right! 

Tt was, indeed, al l wrong . 
Billy Bunt er was wrathy. He was indignant. He was deeply irritated. He had not been treated with 

the distinction due to such a guest ever since be had arrived at Wharton Lodge. But now the lid was on. 
The grub was god - Bunt er admjtted ihat! And , generally speaking . if Lhe grub was al l right, every 

rhing was all rightl Eating. sleeping, and talking were Bunter 's th.rec great joys in life, and of these eating 
naturaJly came first- primus i111er·pares, so to speak. N1AGNE1' 1663 

Claude arranged hi s music on the piano desk., planted himse lf oa the music-stool, pushed back his 
cuffs as if he were going to box. an d stan ed. 

Hobson listened to the crash that followed. He had to, !Lo dared not put his fingers to bis ears, lest old 
C laude sho uld spot him out of the corner of his eye Hobson of the Shell stood up to it like a Tr ojan, while 
Hoskins, who had rather a fancy for the loud peda l, dr-Jgged out of that old piano every discordan t sound that 
it was capable of producing. 

If eleven o'clock struck, Hob~on did not hear it . He would hardly have heard an atom bomb. whiJe 
Cla ude Hoskin s was playing his capriccio in G minor . Old Claude, at the piano, believed in puttin g his beef 
into it. But for the evide nce of hi s suffe ting ears, H<>bby co uld never have believed that a s ingle piano co uld 
possibly have prnduced i uch a thunderin g row. BILLY BUNTER 'S POSTAL ORDER 

Billy Bunt,er grinned over his lea, 
Bunter seemed in rather high feather that afternoon . The thoughts in his fat brain appeared to entertain 

him . 
The biscuits did 1101 seem 10 have spo iled Bunter' s appetite . Blump had heen under the necessity of 

re-filJlng that si lver box. But the biscuits that had lilied it did not fill Bunter . He had plenty of room left for 
the toast. and scones, and jam - especially the ham. Happy and sticky, the fat owl grinned at Si.r William and 
the Famous Five over the tea-table . MAGNET 1682 

Bunter was not only the mos1 obt use member of the Lower Fourth. He was also the laziest and tbe 
most untruthful. With obtuseness , Mr. Quel ch fell his duly to be patienL But be saw no reason for being 
patient with lazine ss. slacking. frowsting. and Bunter 's other striking qualitie s. MAGNET 1206 

And Bi1ly Bunt.er remained in cover, while the brake rolled into Counfi eld. and up tl1c High Street to the 
railway station. There he rolled into the station in the midst of the St. Jim' s c rowd. Tom Merry & Co., who 
had tbetr return ticket s. were heading for the platform. when Bun1ercaught the swe ll of SL Jim 's by the arm. 

"I - l say , D' Arcy, old chap!" 
''Y aas , Buntah," 
" I - J've left all my rooney at Greyfriars!" gasped Bun ter ' '.1- 1. leti it all in my study!'' 
" My hat!"' said Monty Lowther, "Was there room in one study for all of it, Bunter? W~'Tl 't there an 

overflow into the passage?" MAGNET 1206 

But c ircumstances. like carpenters , .alter cases! MAGNET I 589 
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This issue of the C.D . comes to you with my wannest greetings for a 
happy Easter. Thi s is, of course, the season for hope and renewal. with fresh 
life bursting out all around us, as the daffodils and other spring flow ers bring 
colour to our gardens. In the same spirit of renewal , may I, as your Ed itor, ask 
you to get busy with writing articles for the C.D. As you know , I str ive to 
achieve a balance in the magazine's content s, and l DO need more 
contribution s from Nelson Lee fans. Also, although the Hamjlton ian and Blake 
items continue to tlow, articles from new contributors on these subjects will be 
we lcomed. 

This Easter issue is crammed with good things, and covers a wide range of 
our hobby interes ts. As well as reading about our heroes, it is of course 
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pleasing to have some of the stori es expertly read to us on the radio or in 
cassette-recordjngs. J am happy to report that Martin Jarvi s's recordings of 
Billy Bunt er of Greyfriars School and Billy Bunter 's Postal Order are now re
issued in a boxed 4-cassette set . Also Martin will be recordfog Bunter and the 
B lue Mauritius later this year. Detail s about these cassettes, and how and 
where to obtain them, can be had from CSA Tell Tape s. 6a Archway Mews , 
241 a Putney Bridge Road, London, SW15 2PE. Most of us already know of 
Martin's brilliant 'Just William' recording s. He approaches Greyfriar s with 
equa l professionalism and ent husiasm, and it is good that his work is carrying 
the stories forward into the twenty -first century. 

I would like to remind you of two important publications which were 
mentioned in the last C.D. These are Frank Richards : Letters to a Friend 
(availa ble at £ 10.00 from the Museum Press, 30 Tonbridge Road , Maidstone, 
Kent ME16 8RT) and the Coll ectors ' Digest Index: Nos . .l to 500 (£12.50, 
available from Peter McCall , 47 The Terrace. Wokingham. Berkshire , RG40 
1BP. 

MARY CADOGAN 

****************************************** 

Reg Hardin ge sends us this pictur e from U.J. No. 800 (8.2. 19 19) [h e Affaii- of the Bronzf' 
Monkey. Reg says: ··rr is involved with di sguises. Th e Old lil:ln 1n the bed i~ Blake who set a 

~ucci:ssful trap to catch the prime suspect in the case. 
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MORE GREYFRlARS VIGNETTES 
by Ted Baldock 

DROWSY ELEGANCE 

If ignorance be indeed a bliss, 
Wha t blessed ignorance equa ls this, 
To s leep - and not to know it. 

Lord Mauleverer, '·Maul y" to his compan ions in the Greyfriars Remove, is the 
scion of a noble and ancient house. 'His lazy lordship', a familiar sobriquet, 
admirab ly epitomi ses his hmguid outlook and unflappable nature. Countless 
interpretations may be placed upon his seeming indifferenc e to the prevai ling 
climate around birn. Past experience has proved that this outer manifestation of 
languidness is but a front conceali ng an exceedingly alert and observ ant character. 

Like that other sprig of the nobility , Arthur Augustus D 'Arcy of St. Jim ' s, 
Mauly possesses hidden and formidable depth s which become apparent only in 
extraordinary circumstances . 

To mention 'blue blood' in this splendid age of levellin g and soc ial equality is 
perhaps a trifle risk.y. Yet it may be safe ly stated that Maul y has. by virtue of his 
ancestry, inherited his full quota of tbis rarefied fluid. Jt is obvious that he was 
rear ed large ly upon the precepts expressed in the letters of the celebrate d Lord 
Chesterf ield. 

One tends to assoc iate him, upon first impress ions, with deep armchai rs, 
sumptuou s sofas - both of which are promin ent articles in his well app ointed study 
and carefully adjusted cushions wherewith to support the noble head ; of silence and 
peace wherein he may s lumber far removed from the noisy and oft-times 
pandemon ium proceeding from adjacent studies. Thi s is not an inaccurat e pictme, 
yet it is far from being a complete one. The broad canvas of Mauly's activities 
conveys many surpri ses, some of which appear to be complete contradi ctions. 

J.W. WiJey has said , "No boy knows when he goes to sleep". Thus, Mauly in 
the remove form-room on a drow sy warm summer afternoon following an adequa te 
lunch. The vo ice of Mr. Quelch (a shade less acid than is usual - a tribute no doubt 
to tbe clement weather) dron es monoto nously and finall y overcomes hi s Lordship 's 
already drifting senses . The noble head droops, nods, and finally succumbs 
gracefuJly to the charms of Morpheus, until the remove master, beco ming cognizant 
with the situation, descends with a tumu ltuou s thundercla p, usually with somew hat 
painf ul result s for Mauly. 

As a general rule Mauly is quite happy to lounge on his sofa, contemplate the 
embe rs of his study fire and ponder upon tbe - to him - amazing energy of his 
fellow s, leav ing more strenuous pursuits in their capable hands. However, it should 
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oot be ass umed for an 
instant Lhal be lacks , in any 
sense , courage and 
iniLjaLive should the 
occasion demand it. 

Nol infrequently has 
he been observ ed to 
djsplay a remarkable tum 
of speed when Billy Bunter 
has been spotted in the 
offi ng making toward s 
him. Languid he may 
appear to those 
unacq uainted with his 
ways and habiLs. This is 
but a deception inherenL in 
bis char acter. But observe 
him in one of his more 
wakeful moments in the 
' rag' , weighing in quietly with a well-considered and eloquent opinion, which 
prove s relevant to some voluble argument. His views are noted ,md respected. 

Mauly possesses in hjs ma ke-up an unusual power co attract and hold 
attentio n, a face t of personality inher:ited from a long line of distinguished ancestor s, 
men who were born lo lead and comma nd. This characteristic is never blatantly 
asserted. Having dropped his pearls of wisdo m into the discussion he will lapse into 
bis usual s tate of langu id indiffe rence and, unless severe ly provoked , will be heard 
no mor e. 

In the sporting annals of Greyftiar s he ha s figured as the hero of many hard 
fought battle s n LitUe Side. Mauly does awaken suffi ciently to assure for himself a 
regular place in (he schoo l junior eleven. He has a well-estab lished reputation for 
his 'do or die ' .springs down the wing with the ball dancing at his feet and, at Lhe last 
moment, swingin g it into tbe centre with perfect precis ion to the waiting feet - or 
heads - of Harr y Wharton or Vernon Smitll. They , more often than otherwi se, then 
' notch up ' anotbcr goal for Greyfriars. 

Better and perhap s more easi ly recognisable is hts elegant white-clad figure in 
a deck -chair by the pavilion during the summer term, drow sing happily in tbe sun, 
awailing his call to proceed to the wicket. to do his ·stint ' for the juni or eleven 
agai nst St. Jim 's or Rookw ood . 

Mauly fits perfoctly and quite naturalJy into such a setting , dignified leisure 
and quiet pur suits being his long suit. ll ma y be recorded that there does ex ist one 
fly in the o intmenL. which keep s his Lord ship up , to some degree , lo ·scrat ch'. Th is 
fly is Henry Samuel Quelch, the master of the remove, who is responsible for the 
daunting task of implaming certain knowledg e in the noble cranium . A task of no 
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small magnitude. yet one which Mr. Quelch is eminently qualified to perform. All 
things considered, has he not splendid soiJ wherein to sow the seeds of knowledge? 

From classical times it has been inferred and recognised that rank imposes 
obligation. Noblesse Oblige, and Lord Mauleverer may be said tO have been bred 
with such a background. He has imbibed it all afresh, and may worthily be 
designated a sterl ing character , a gentleman, and a typical Greyfriars man. 

Come Mauly stir your sleepy head 
You're wanted in the gym. 

Time to doze when you' re abed 
To waste the day is sin. 

Wharton and the rest are there, 
Just listen to the noise, 

Leaping, climbin g without care 
T'will not destroy your poise. 

Brace up old man, get off that sofa, 
Jump around and run, 

We know well you're not a Joafer , 
There's matches to be won. 

THE TRANSGRESSOR 

Mr. Quelch picked up a cane from his table 
Billy Bunter watched that proceeding with 
the deepest apprehension. The Remove 
Master pointed to a chair with the cane. 
·'Bunter , bend over that chair." 
"Oh, Crikey. " 

(F. Richards, Bunter Does His Best) 

The s ins ye do by two and two yet must pay for one and one. 
(Rudyard KipJing. Tomlinson) 

The env irons of Mrs. Mimble ' s kitchen had from very early days exci ted an 
irresistible fascination to William George Bunter. 

He was attracted to this domestic area rather l.ike a bee homing in on a 
delectable bloom. There seemed to exist some form of magnet ism at work. The 
Owl was drawn by a greater power than he could - or desired to - resist. 

Be it the aroma of toasting, roasting, boiling, frying or any other culinary 
scent, they all titillated his fat nosrrils in an uncontrollable manner. 
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Wherever the fainte st aroma of the culinary an manifested jrself Bunter wouJd 
not be far from the scene . It was an instinct and a dedi cated love of 'Tuck' which 
activate d the Owl in this everlast i.ng search and prompted those predatory instincts. 

Th e plea san t smell of cooki ng was a sure indication that food was in the offing 
and then the fat Owl was bou nd to be in c lose atte ndance. 
" fsay , Mrs. Mimble ... " 
"No , Mas ter .Bunter. " Mrs. Mimble 's reply was short, sharp and very much to the 
po.int. 
"But. I say, that 's a fine bowl of app les you have the re. may I. .. " 
' ·No, yo u may not" . interrup ted Mrs. Mimble. "Go away . you have no busines s 
here , J shall re port you to Mr. Quelch. '' 

This threat appeared to have little effec t on Bunter. and he ret urned to the 
attack as it were . "l say, will there be app le pie for dinner. " 
"NO ". Th ere was a note of extreme exasperation in the lady 's reply. 

By thi s time Bunter had by degrees insinuated bjs podgy person into the 
kjtc hen much to the annoyance of Mrs. Mimble who, losing patience at last, seized a 
broom from a comer and advanced upon him making menacing gestures wh ich 
caused liim to retreat. Thi s, considering hi s rotundity. he accompl ished with 
remarkable spee d . 

In his haste to make good hjs escape, prompt ed by the whir ling broom 
harassing hi s rear , Bunter ran straight into the midst of six fe.llows, all of whom 
wo re a fixed and detemlined expression on their faces . 

IL was Harry Wharton and Co. accompan ied by Pete r Todd who was carry ing a 
fives bat. "I say, you fellows , let a chap gel by, Tam in rathe r a hurry you know. " 

Heedle ss, the Co. and Peter Todd gathe red round the fat Ow l effec tively 
cut ting off his retreat. "How fortunate, meeti ng you, porpoise! You are just the man 
we wish to speak to. " 
" o ju st now old man , I am in rather a hu1Ty'', p,mted Bunter as he rried to pus h his 
way past them . 
"There js a littl e matter we wish to clear up, Bunter , and we think you may be able 
to help", replied Bob Cherry. "There is a cake , one of CbunkJeys six siliUing 
' special s' missing . toget her wjtb a bag of doughnut s and a p:ineapp le from the 
cupboard in Wharton 's study. 

"Th e raider has for1unately left certain clue s which have enabled us to get on 
the track of the villa in. The carpet near the cupboard was strewn with cake crum bs 
and fragment s of pineapple husk, and there were jam my fingerprints on die 
cupboard door. All of which evi dence seemed to poin1 in one directjoo - in you r 
dire ction Buntyl " 
·'Oh reall y Cherry, are you accu sing me?" Billy Bunter 's voice was charged with a 
well-simulated air of injured innocenc e. 
··Hit it in one Bunt, you are the ma n we want. You are hereby arrested on suspicio n, 
an<l perhaps wirh a little persuasion and help with a fives bat you might help us to 



dose lhe case". ··And that ", broke in Peter Todd "ls why I have brought along this 
little instrument - to help you to remember. " 

It is perhaps only decent to draw a discreet veil over the concluding episode of 
thjs Jar from isolated case. Sufficient to say Billy Bunter took bjs tea that everung in 
a standing position; he see med to prefer it that way. It was also noted that he did not 
rush to take pos sess ion of the one battered armchair in the rag as was his usual 
custom, again preferring to stand on his fat little legs. 

Some lessons are extremely difficul t tO learn, wrnch may possib ly be the 
reason. why the Owl took his meals standing. 

Billy Bunter ' s long and not uneventful career at Greyfriars has been marked 
by m~my incidents sirrular to that recorded above. Retribution has followed 
inevitably , but little see ms to have been learnt from a series of painful consequences. 

Wbacking s seem to pass him by once the initial beast liness has worn off. 
Then, again , he is the same old moral -less Owl whose adventures we have followed 
so avidly for so many years . 

Perhap s. more strangely yet, we have taken him together with his countless 
iniquities to our hearts . 

He is a ' one off' character . The mould may be said to have been shatter ed 
once he had been created. One Bunter , one Owl , one hero - of sorts . An oddly 
endearing enigma. 

********************************************* 
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SATURDAY EVENING ON THE WIRELESS by Leslie S. Laskey 

D uring the last years before the Second World War the highlight of the winter 

weekends, in our house, was MUSIC HALL on Lhe radio, or "Lhe wireless" as we 

called it then, on Saturday evenings . This show came " live" from St. George's HaJJ 

in London, on the National Pro gramme. It began at eight o'clock and ran until nine 

o 'clock when it was followed by The Third News. 
There was a completely diffe ren t bill every week and a wide variety of leading 

comedian s and popular singe rs would appear during a season. There was 

\X"EI\:-. I F l{ 11< HHl 1 1\1'."N(: i'.11(< il.l ·.R 
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Billy Bennett who was billed as "Almost a gentleman ", George Robey, the '·prime 
minister of mirth ". that great Scottish comedian, WJll Fyffe, ~md the very popular 
·'cross -talk" act of Clapham and Dwyer. Then there were Elsie and Doris Waters 
("Gert & Daisy ") and Ethel Revnell and Graci e West (as the two Cockney 
schoolgirls). Benn ett and Williams always ended their comedy dialogue by playing 
a duet on their phono-fiddles. ·'Mr. Murgatroyd & Mr. Winterbottom" engage d in a 
very urapid-fire " cross-talk act. They were, in fact, Ronald Frankau and Tommy 
Handley. The comedy acts included Stainle ss Stephen , Suzette Tarri , Jeanne de 
CasaHs (as "Mrs. Feather ") and Leonard Henry. Nosmo King would recite his 
monologues. His stage name was derived from the NO SMOKING signs on railway 
carriage wiJ1dows. And there was Gilli.e Potter. 

Gillie Potter bad a unique style and deliver y. Apparent ly he was a barrister by 
profession . For him the comedy stage was a second career. He would walk on to 

the stage wearing a striped blazer and a straw boater as the orchestra played "For 
he' s a fine old English Gentleman", and his first words to the audience were "Goo d 
evening, England. Thi s is Gillie Potter speak ing to you in English". With his rather 
dro ll brand of hum our he would often tell us of the latest "goings -on" in the v i II age 
of Hogsnorton and the exploits of that eccentric peer, Lord Marshmallow of 
MarshmaJlow Towers . He once described to us the magnificent entrance hall at 
MarshmalJow Towers. In the hall there were two statues. One was of Lord Nelson 
and r.he other was of Wiman, Shakespeare, though which was Nelson and wbkb was 
Shakespeare, Lord Marshmallow dido 't know - and he didn 't care - be would strike 
matches on both with equal impartialiry! 

Singing acts to appear in MUSIC HALL incl uded Renee Houston & Donald 
Stuart, the Trish ballad-singer, Cavan O 'Co 1mor, G.H. Elliott, lssy Bonn and The 
Two Leslies (Les lie Sarony & Leslie Holms.) Then there were The Western 
Brothers (Kennet h & George). Their devotion to British traditions and ·'the old 
school-tie " was reflec ted in their light comedy duets with one of them at the piano. 
AJso appearing fro m time to time was Mario de Pietro who supplied tuneful med leys 
Oil his harp. 

The declaration of war in September 1939 turned d1e broadcast ing scheduJes 
upside-down. For a time transmissions consisted mostly of news bulletins and 
gramophone records. When hasti ly devised sched ules were introduced, MUSIC 
HALL 's new season never came. Its Saturday evening slot was a11ocated to a new 
variety show with a wartime flavour call.ed GARRISON THEATRE, which had Jack 
Warner as its resident comedian. We didn't know where GARRISON THEATRE 
came from. For reaso ns of national security outside broadcasts now crune from 
some place called simp ly "Somewhere in England ". 

Jn 1940 I began to spend my pocket -money on buying gramopho ne record s of 
many of these variety artists, to compile a collec tion. Most of them cost me two 
shillings or half-a-cr own each. 

Later St. George 's Hali was destroyed by the German bombers. MUS IC 
HALL died with it. 
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In the years that followed the end of the War new comedy radio shows were 
born and fresh comic artists began to come to prominence. Television reception was 
now spreadi ng steadily acros s the country and this gave perfo rmers a powerful new 
medium in which they could be seen as well as heard by a mass audience. During 
the decades that followed the War the who le nation laughed with the likes of 
Norman Wisdom , Charlie Drake , Benny HiJl, Frankie Howard, Michael Crawford , 
Morecambe & Wise. Eric Sykes. Tommy Cooper, Tony Hancock - and many more. 
Most of these are no longe r performing . With the recent death of Les Dawson , and 
with Ronnie Barker now in retirement , we seem to have reache d the end of an era. 

We look for new faces to replace these grea t comic artists. 
Will they ever be rep.laced? 
As the late Max Mill er once called across to a member of his audience in the 

Brighton Hip podro me - "Miller's the name, lady there' ll never be another! " 

(Editor's note: Mr. Laskey says that the idea for his featur e came to him "as a result 
of reading the article by Jeffrey Richard s in the C.D. Annual". There is no doubt 
that many of us have warm memories of sound-radio progranunes , perhaps 
particular ly during the war when "The wireless" not only gave us news - for which 
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we were avid - but wond erful entertainm ent to Lift our spirjts durin g those 
cha llenging day s. 

The B.B.C. seeme d then very much "the voice of the nation " and , not 
surp risingly l dec.ided to leave school at 16 and go and work there. 1 spent seve ral 
interes ting and happy years in their Variety Department , meeting and working with 
some of the artists (artistes as we cal led them then!) whom Mr. Laskey mentions. 1 
have illustrated hls article with pictures of some of the favourite ·'music -hall " and 
varie ty stars in my scrapboo k). 

* ************* ** ********* **** **************** 

LIBRARY CHAT by Derek Ford 

1 have ju st finished readin g Gilber t Che ster 's 1940 case-book The Riddle of 
the Murd ered Fisherman and think that the medita tion on page 18 js worthy of recall 
in Blakia na : 

"A br ight sun, shining through what were for London clear skies , cast little 
flittering pool s of light upon the study carpet of a house in Baker Street. At his 
desk, Mr. Sexton Blak e watched their capricious play at:ross the gay pattern of his 
priceless rug. loot from so me Persiim palace in a bygone raid , long since forgotten. 

In some way the huge rug had reached England, where it had come into the 
detec tive ' s posses sion, honestly enough to fo rm one of his most prized possessions. 
[ts comp lex harmonies in colour had, for some unknown toiler, formed the work of a 
who le lifetime . In the East, man has a capacity to endure pbiJosophica Uy and 
withou t co mplain t. and such pro<lucts as this woul d endure also over a span of many 
years. 

How many feet had trodden its soft tex ture only Blake's row of past 
appo intment books could testify, and vary ing in kind those feel had bee n. Some 
were wary; other s. jmpu Jsive, had grown wary all too late - a circumstance that 
brought their ow ners IO seek aid of the world famou s crime investigator. 

Some trod boldly : others moved with nervous , faltering tread. Some moved as 
on s tilts , shod in the high-heeled shoes of women. Some came down firmly and 
with t-he crushing weight of many stone behind them . Feet large and small. feet well 
- or mjs-shapen: feet you ng and old. A ll sorts and s izes of feet. each caJculated to 
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betray something of their owner 's persona lity to the analytical eyes of Sexton Blake . 

As the Baghdad cob bler sang in Chu Ch in Chow- "There's food for thought in a 

sandal skin .'' 
Just now the de tec tive was thinkin g in tenns of feet - those of the man seated 

opposjte him. Never had Blake seen larg er ones . he decided . scan ning the grea t 

police boots of hi s vis-a- vis . But then Dete ct ive- Inspector Coutts was a big man - in 

more senses than one. All the same . those fee t of his looked queerly out of place 

upon so delicate a thing as the bizarre des ign of this Persian rug." 

In that same stud y r can also reco mmend reading the instruc tions of Lai Nan 

about the the ft of monastery treas ure in chapte r five of Che ste r's 1939 The 

Monast ery Mys tery for its Ori ental philosophy. Beg innin g with Mrs. Bardell's 

··There's a gent stepped out of Chu Chin Chow which wants to see you. sir.'' it is a 

littl e gem. 
Perhaps to go with that anci ent Persian rug, some gratefu l client might have 

pre sented Blake with the splendid Edwardian mahogany smoker's cabinet from 

Sotheby 's . Th is had an upper section opening to reveal a sycamore lined interior 

fitted with var ious hardstone and . ilver-mounted acc essor ies . hallm arked for George 

Beljeman and Sons 1910, whi le the frieze drawer was applied with the ivory trade 

labe l of Edward s and Sons of Rege nt Street. ft cost :Cl ,900. Or, at £ 1,200, a 

VicLOrian cigar cabi net, veneered in macassar ebony with s ilver mount s for London 

1885. 

********************************************* 

IMITATION OR INSP IRATIO N? by TONY GLYNN 

Three items io the Christmas ed ition of our qua rterly set me thinking. The first was 

Mark Taha's mention of Chesterto n creating a Mr Vernon-Smith with a query as 10 

whether the name was "borrowed" by Charles Hamillon. The second was Brian Doyle's 

wondering if Alf's magical button was inspired by R. Anstey 's Brass Boule and the third 

was the feeling expressed by my old friend the late Bill Lofts that Tiger Tim was inspired 

by American comic art. 
Certainly, there has always been a certain "borrowing", conscious or unconscious, in 

the field of authorship. These days, there are rigid law of copyright and outright 

plagiarism is ju st not the done thing among authors who wish to reta in some semblan ce of 

respec tability. 
Nevertheless. there is a grey area. In popular fiction. names and ideas can cross 

boundaries. I don't suppose G.K. Chesterton held copyright on the name of Vernon-Smith: 

nor do I suppose that Charles Hamil1on or his publisher had exc lusive rights 10 the name of 

Bunter. And wasn't it Lor<l Peter Wimsey whose manservant shared a surname with the 

Fat Owl? 
In those cases - and in many more - perhaps the respective authors just happened on 

those names by sheer inspiration or perhaps they "borrowed". 
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When Brian Doyle mentioned Ansley's magic bottle and wonde red if it sparked off 
WA .Darlington's idea for Alf's button, made from part of Aladdin 's lamp. I immediate ly 
though t of a favour ite se ries of mine from the Hotspur of 1941, The Sheriff with the 
Shooting Star. It dealt with a timid sheriff in a tough regio n of the west. He 's shy of gun s 
and is useless at taming the roughneck s on his beat until he polishes up his star of office. 
Then he become s a gun-sti nging scourge of the wrong 'uns. Yes , you've guessed it, the 
star is made from metal from Aladd in's famo us lamp . One feels that the un-named author 
was not unfamiliar with Alf s Button but what matter ? 

Another serie s in a wartime Thoms on weekly, The Ro ver, if I remember .righlly, dealt 
with a se t of schoolboys who were rendered lighter than air, so they bad a certain amount 
of fun float ing thith er and yon. There was, however . grave danger of tJ1eir floating up into 
the strato spher e, thenc e to <lUter space when out of doors. so they had to ca rry heavy 
weights in their pockets. 

Around the time that this series was running. we read a short story by HG Wells in 
our EngUsb literature stud ies at school, if was The Truth Ab out Pyecraft wberein Mr 
Pyecraf t, the most o bese mem ber of a gentleman's club, bores everybody wilh his tale of 
woe concerning his expanding figure. Never does he admit to growing fat. He 
euph emis tically insists that he's "putting on weight". 

Eventually . Pyecraft's dearest wish is grant ed - after a fashfon. He is given what he 
wants in the same literal terms as Private Alf Higgin s: instead of a silver figure, he ac
quires total loss of weight. Hence, a dismay ed and still obese Pyecraft is discove red float
ing upward s. Lik e the $choolboys , he too has to weigh himself down to keep earthbound. 

I do not know if the Wells' story predate s AZ.fs B1111on but again, what malle r. ln both 
cases, the idea of a literal granti ng of wishes is used to amusing effect, The Truth About 
Pyecr aft cenainly predated !he floatin g sc hoolbo ys by a good many years but, then. ideas 
Ltsed by Well s were by no means unknown i.n the Th omso n brand of science fic tion. 

A grcar favo urite of mine from The Wizard of I 940 was Full Speed Ahead to rhe 
Worlds of F ear, whic h srron gly ecbocd Wells, the Conan Doyle of The Pois on B elt and 
Balmer and Wylie who wro te When World s Collid e. 

Set in 1947, it has a co mpany of space ex plorers escap ing from an Earth about to 
collide with a mysterious Pmp le Comet. They travel in the "Space Yacht" a g lobe -like 
spacecra ft, much like that employed in Wells' First Men in the Moon. Like the Well sian 
craft. it is pow ered no t by rock ets but by a device which. by some mean s, cuts off the pull 
of gravity. Thu s, rhroug11 wbar might be ca lled t11e "Pyecraf t effect", it is carrie d into 
space . The space trav ellers hardly had ideas about continuing the human race since tbcre 
were no ladie s aboard. But , then, as E.S. Turner poiJlted out in Boys Will Be Boys, females 
hardl y ex isted in the univer se of Thom son's boys' weeklie s. 

And wha t aboLLl that very Wellsian ingredfont, invi sibility ? It was E.S . Tllrn er again 
who cemented on the chron ic outbreaks o f invi sib ility to which the whole spec trum of 
boys' pap ers were vuln erable. 1 don't know if Welli; rea lly invented it as a lic:tionaJ device 
but he certain ly made it highly popular with bis The In visible Man. 

It was given a very good run for its money from In visible Dick, a tex t story in the 
earliest Th om on paper s. then a picture story in the first Dandy, to >rel/ow Ghost an unseen 
Japanese spy again st whom Dixon Hawke pitt ed his wits in the wartime Adv enture and 
beyond. One o f the most memorable invisibility themed se rials lever encou ntered in my 
young life appea red in Chip s ju st before the seco nd world war i11 wl1icb Dan e the Dog 
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Detective and his master, Clive Markham , did battle with a gang of invi sible crooks who 
were plaguing Lo ndon . It was writte n, f believe, by John Newton Chance. 

lnvi sibilit y was a borrowing which had a good deal of mileage in i.t, but one, of very 
ancie nt vintage , turned me off as soo n as I enco untered it in print and that was 
ventril oqui sm. 

l knew very early that it was impossible to "throw the voice" and the tales of juvenjle 
ventril oqui sts fooling all and sundry with unlikely voices and noises appearing to come 
from variou s individuals and locatio Ds left me co ld. I shuddered when Frank Ri.cbards had 
Bunt er employ this bewh iskered plot dev ice. lt might stilJ hav e had some recants of 
risibili ty when Prank Richards was very young but after the tlawn of the Twentieth 
Century, this one-note theme was totally played out. 

So far as 1 know, the ventriJoq uism lark started with a high ly popular comic novel 
Valentine Vox by Henry Cockton , publi shed , I think , even before V ictoria came to the 
throne. ll had a long- lasting appeal. My materna l grandfathe.r (born 1872) spoke of it with 
affe ction. Since Frank Richards was only four years younger tha n my grandfa ther, perhaps 
he, too, knew Valentine Vox at first band though I do not sup pose it was he who 
introdu ced ventrilo quism into the popular boys' paper s and comfos whe re it became so 
wides pread. I was neve r great ly enamoured of Bu:nter and his fatuous , old-hat ventriloquial 
gifts hardly enhan ced him in my estimation. 

So to Bill Lofts' remark that he felt Tiger Tim was insp irnd by work in American 
comic pape rs. Yes, I believe he had something there. William Randolp h Hearst, tbe go
getting American newspaper magn ate, promote d comic sectio ns as circ ulation boosters. 
They could also appeal to the American immigrant population with an imperfect gras p of -
English. The Harm s worth press was certainly aware of this aspect of Hearst's methods and 
near -copies of America n comic chara cters appeared in the firm's comic papers. 

Bill Lofts knew this for, in correspon dence about comics, I once mentioned I hat early 
Harmswo rth comics carried a tramp charact er who looked like the Amer ican character. 
Happy Hooligan . created by Freder ic Burr Opper , eve n to the tin can he wore as a hat. Bill 
to ld me thM he knew Leonard Shie lds h ad been banded the American vers ion and 
instructed to copy Happy. 

It was the same story with two other well-known African comic character s. Hans and 
Fritz , also known as The Katzenjammer Kids, who also starred in a second strip The 
Captain and lhe Kids. For years, two lookalikes, Jackie and Sanun y, the Terrible Tw ins, 
appeared on the front page of Comic Cuts. I knew the African charac ters from the comic 
sections sent ove r by my uncle aDd, when I. was very young, I thought the Comic Cuts pair 
were the pair tran splanted though they didn't employ the same mock -German dialogue. 

As for Tiger Tim, I think I can firmly stare that his origins lay in the work of the 
African canoon ist, Jimmy Swi nnerton. 

Swinnerton went i.n for panels crow ded with small animals and diminuti ve, round
headed children. One of his strips was littl e Tigers aJ1d the illustration of J.S. Bak er's 
version of Tig er Tim accompa nying Bill's reprinted article looks remarkabl y like a 
Swinnerton panel. Th is very early rend ering of Tiger Tim could eas ily pass as one of 
Swinnerton 's rath er kirtenish tigers. Later bands made Tim taller, more full-bodied. less 
cuddly and complete ly changed from Baker's ear ly version. 

Whether by imitation or in spiration , some notions become common currency, used 
throug hout popula r fiction whethe r ventriloq uism. invisi bility or something like 
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"overdrive '' which emerged in the more sophisticated science- fiction somewhere in the 

1940's ro penn it rravcl between Lhc stars. No one ever explained how overdrive worked 

but the reader s accepted it just as juvenile 
readers accep ted lhe magic which powered 
the plots of many DC Thomson boys' 
yams. 

As for "borrowings" it has been 
uggested that Kipling's Sta/ky and Co. 

was the inspirmion for the Hamiltonian 
schools, but. surely, Tom Brown 's 
Schoolda ys, the works of Talbot Baines 
Reid and of other 19th cemury writers 
must have helped 10 lay the foundations. 

Was Richmal Crompton 's William 
rcaJly inspired by Penrod , tbc mischievous 
small boy created by the American Boolh 
Tarkington? 

And think of the resounding echoes of 
Wells, Conan Doyle and Rider Haggard 
found in E.S. Brooks' yarns when he took 
the boys of St. Frank' from the ivy-clad 
confines of tl1c old college to fantastic 
regions into which Charles Hamilton and 
others would never allow a schoolboy to 
SCI foo t. 
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In the end. what matter? When we were very young, we never queried the inspiration 
behi nd the stories we devoured. The yarn was the thing whether the author 's ideas came 
in diz zying mome nts of "Eureka!" or whe ther they were simply borrowed. 

(Editor 's Note: l have always understood from Ri chmal Crompton's family that she was 
nor infl uenced by Booth Tarkington's Penrod Schofield in her creat ion of William Brown. 
Ther e were similarit ies in some of the stories and charac ter relationships but, in my view, 
Richmal's stori es bad far more wit and sparkle than Booth Tarkington 's . lt is however 
intere sting to compare Gordo n Grant 's pictures of Penrod with Thoma s Henry's 
illustration s of the WiUiam saga. There is a similar ity of style and of course their type of 
drawing was much in fashion in the second and third decade of the twentieth century.) 

************** ************ ******** * ****** * *** 

SYLVIA REED WRITES: 

grew. 
[n 1969. the 

reading of my first 
SGOL added to my 
yet u1trealised 
addictio n, wonder
ing what the authors 
looked like, how old 
they were (never 
rea lising at cite time 
they were men). 

Duri ng the 
intervening years 
the addi ction was 
more or less 
unfuell ed due to 
travelling , getting 11111,:--s-

married , etc. During 
the years 1979 to 
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1984 w hen my son and dau g hter appeared on the scene , I had a big clean out and donat ed 
all my A nnual s to charity, thinking such books were not needed now that I was a parent. 

However, a short time later I vaguely regretted dispo sing of my Ann uals but was too 

busy t() reall y care. 
Come the I 990's and my children were growing, I started to thi nk again about the 

Ann uals and the SGOL 's. I had sub scribed to an exce llent Auslralian pape r that was 
devoted to weekly publications, sad ly now def-unct. run by John T ipper. From rhis 
publi catio n. I was ab le to obta in so me cont ac ts for SGOL 's and the collecting started , my 
add ictio n wa s re-foe lled. At the same time , the deci sion to start rep lacing the Annuals 
com menc ed . For quite a whil e I was happy with the SGOL' s and the Annu al replacement, 
until 1 realise d the exis tence of the fi rst serie s of SGOL. the ear ly An nuals, Morcove and 
Cliff House. Out of curiosit y. I purchased an early Annual. THEN THE ADDICTION 
BECAME MORE ADDICT IVE! 
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l had. to know more of Morcove and Cliff Hou se. T grew up only knowing Bess ie 
Bunter as a comic strip charac ter in the eage rly await ed weekly that came rolled up with 
the newspaper. lf the weekly did not arrive, utter devastation set in. From a young age I 
have been a voraciou s reader. 

My collection is growing very slowly, but with each addition I still have to have 
more and know more about Babs, Mabs and Co, Betty , Polly and Co. Dawn Marler's 
article also struck a chor d . The Silent Three stories bring back a lot of memories . Island 
School and St Kit's to me sounded such exotic locations . I loved the striped blazers the 
girls wore. TI1ese were so glan1orous compared to the navy blue blazer T had to wear. 
Striped blazers are now quite popular in schools in Western Australia. I have The Silent 
Three Companion by Marion Waters plus all the new Silent Three stories that Marion 
wrote. I must state in writing that Marion Waters publicly thanked me i.11 one of ' her ' 
publications and l was rude enough not to notice it at the time. Some time later I wrote a 
note of apology to Mari on, and now make the apology public in SPCD . 

It is also gra tifymg to hear that Miss Read is very popula r. My mother is an avid 
fan of the Miss Read books, I have started to collect these in hard cover as well. Cris 
Bromige is the only romantic writer I will concede to. Although digressing from actual 
SPCD content now . has any other reader read the Iris Bromige books? These books in hard 
cove r are also collected by me. 

** ** ****************** * ************************* 

LOOKING FOR CRIME THRILLERS PUBLISHED 

BY MITRE IN THE 1940s 

Espec ially any titles by Michae l Hervey or F.W. Gumley. 

I am also searching for THE EYE OF SUDA by Major Charles Gilsoo. 

Please contact: JOHN HAMMOND , 

49 Bcck ing U1orpe Drive. Bottesford , Notti ngham, NG13 ODN. 

l'm interes ted in stories in old boys' papers, prior to 1914 and between 1918 and 
1940, which anticipated U1e aerial bombardment of cities, ei ther by foreign powers or arch 
villains. 

Examples are "The Witches Clutch' " in Marvel , c. l 900 . 'Th e Aerial War" in Boys 
Own Library no. 44, c.1907 , "The Flying Armadat' in Boys ' Friend, 1912, 'The War in the 
Cloud~"' in Dreadnought, 1912, and "Germany' s War of Revenge " in Champion , 1922. I 
understand tha t Boy s' Friend publi shed many such stories before 1914. 

Can anyone provide roe with photocop.ies of any of the above, or originals, and teU 
me of any other similar "next war" stories? 
HARRY WARR EN, 159 Ca mbert Lane, Manches ter , MI S 8HJ. Tel. 0161 23 1 1583. 
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COUN CREWE CATALOGUETTE SPECIAL ISSUE 
BOYS ' AND GIRL S' STORYPAPERS, COMICS AND BOOKS, 
TH.E SECRE TS OF THE SHELVES AND UOXES REVEALED 

Q UARTERL Y lN STORYPAP ER COLLECTORS ' DIGE ST . 
.UB WEsnvooo ROAD, CANVEY ISLAND, ESSEX SS8 OED 

TELEPHONE : 01268-693735. 9AM - 9PM DAILY 

FL YING Tl:M:£: You ar e cord ially invited to climb aboard Lhe aircraft as co-pilot and tak e your seat in the 
cock-pit. Yo ur chief pilot is Captain W.E. Johns. You will thrUI to udventure in man y exotic .land s. 
Chocks Away! 
BJGGLES FUES EAST . Hodder and Stoughton. 
second-edition, September I 942. A v/g copy in 
attractive bright red decorated cloth. £125 
TUE PASSING SHOW by Capt:un W.E. Johns. a 
Garden Diary by an amatcw· gardener. First edition 
hardback. September I 937 in superb condition. £80 
BIGGLES Hl TS THE TRAIL: Oxford 19.35. 
l'yrarrud Edition, bright blue cloth. very good copy 
with lloward Leigh colour frontispiece. £75 
BJGGLES FLI ES WEST. Oxford 1937 Pyranud 
Edition. bright blue cloth. very good copy wit.h 
Howard Le igh frontispiece . f.75 
BI GG LES 1N AF RI CA. Oxfo rd Fir st t:d itio11 
1936. An X/Lib reading copy wiLh colour frontispiece 
by Howard Leigh intact. (Book rendy for resmration). 

£ 165 
IJJGGLE S IN nl E BAL TI C. Oxford Fi rst 1£dition 
1940. Genera lly a v/g copy. !Uustratcd boards n little 
\lusty. charming colour frontispiece by Howaru Leigh. 
Contained in col /copy later dlw. £ 140 
BIGGLES WORK S IT OUT . Hodder and 
Stoughton, fir$( euition 1951. Strikingly illustrated by 
Steud. 
COPY ONE: V/g copy in vlg d!w. 
COPY T WO: Vig copy in near v/g cVw. 
COPY T HREE: Good+ copy in gooJ dlw. 
BIGG-LES FO REIG N LEGIO NNAIRE 

£52 
£.45 
05 

ll odda & Stnughton, lir~t edition 1954. 6 superb 
colour plates by Studio Stead. 
COPY ONE: A v/g copy n v/g d!w. £48 
COPY TWO: A go od+ cvpy in gnnd dfw. £35 
COPY THREE : a VIG COl'Y. £22 
SERGEJ\NT BIGGLE SWORTJJ CJ .I) . rare 
paprrback 2/-. Hodder and Stougnton 1954. V/g. £38 
Bl GGLES nnd T HE POO R RI CH BOY. C . .fl.C. 
Edition 196 1. JJ1us1r111ecl by Studln Stead. Vig copy i.n 
v/gd/w . f.16 
BJGCLF:S HC TS BI G GAME . llf}ddcr Stc>ushton 
l950 s. Supe rbly Illustrated hy Stutlio Stead. 
COPY ONI::. A vlg copy lo v/g d/w . £16 
CO PY TWO : A v/g CIJPY in grn)d tl/w. £12 50 
BlGGLES I THE GOB f. Hoddcrn nd Stough1on. 
6 stunning colour plate! by Sturlin Stend 
COPY ONE: S~o nd ecticic,n 1954, v/g in vlg .J/w. £24 
COPY TWO: Third Edi11on l961. v/g. ,n v/g,HJ/ w. 

El~ 
COPY THREE : TI1itd faliMn 1961. J(lmin:uecl t.1/w. 

£ 14 
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BIG GLES AND THE MISSING MILLI ONAIRE. 
Hampto11 Edition 1961. A v/g copy in v/g d/w. £20 
BJGGLES SECOND CASE. Hodder and Stoughmn. 
195o·s. delightfullyiJlustrated, vlgin v/gd/w. £16 
BI GG LES MAKES EN D MEET . CBC Edition. 6 
delicious plates hy Studio Stead. A v/g copy in thrill 
packed, v/g d/w. £22 
BI GG LES IN THE souru SEAS. Oxford 1946 
edltio n. Ph:iotial flying t·over in cream cloth 
contained ln Lhe dellghlful Sea Shell d/w. A very good 
copy . £135 
BIGGL ES COURT LE RJSQUE (Take s the Case) 
J 953 French Edition. V/g copy in attractive near v/g 
dlw. £45 
BIGGLE S ET LES CORSAIRES DU 
PACfF IQUE (Deliver~ Th e Gu.ids) Good+ copy in 
rcpa.ired dlw. £35 
Bl GGLES OF THE ROY AL FLYING CORPS . 
Fim Editio11 1978. A fine-cqpy in a fine tl/w. £32 
BIGGLE S FAILS TO RETURN. Hodder and 
Stoughton First Edition 1943. lllustrated Stead. A 
tt:rrilk colour frontispiece. A grn)(l+ copy rn a v/g 
later dllV. f.65 
BIGGL ES ClUNESE PU?;ZLK Brockhampton 
First Edition 1955. A good+ copy in worn but neatly 
repaired dlw. £28 
THE BOY BIGG LES. Dean and Son First Edition 
1968. A v/g copy \n m(lsl appealing v/g d/w. £48 
BH:;GLES AND THE LEOPARDS OF ZINN . 
1Jrodh3mpton Rirsl Edition I 960. Endearing 
Tilustraliuns by Stead. 
COPY ONE. V/g copy in vlg, thrilling, cl/w £75 
COPY TWO: Vig copy in laminated d/w. £45 
BJGGL ES HUNTS BlG GAME. Oxford 1950s. 
w~ a~ 
BIGG LES FLIE S WEST , O~ford 1950s. Vig. £1!.50 
RIGGLES FLIES AGAl N. Dean. V/g. £6.50 
BIGG LES OF 266. Denn. Vin, £6.50 
BIGG LES OP TIJE SPECIAL AlR POLI CE. 
Denn. V/g. .£6.50 
BI GG LES PIONEER AI R l<'IO IITKR . Dean. \/lg. 

£6.50 
BIGC LES OF THE CAMEL SQUAD RO N. Dc<111. 
Vig. £6.50 
BTGG LES FLIES TO WORK. Dean. V/g. C6.50 
13JGGLF.S - CRl llSE Oli' THE CONDOR. D<!un. 
Vig. [6.50 



BIGGLES AND THE BLAC K PERIL . Thame s. 
V.Jl., £7.SO 
BIGG LES IN SPAil'[ . 19so· s Ox.ford. A good+ copy 
in coVcopy PiloL d/w. £12.50 
BTGGLE S FLIE S SOUT H . 01'fo rd. Good+. £7.50 
BIGG LES FLIES NORTH . Oxford. Good+ . £7.50 
'f ll E RESCUE FLIGHT . 1950\ Oxford. A good+ 
C<IPY in a coVcopy Pilot ,J/w. £ 12.50 
BIGGLES AND CO. 1950· s Oxford. A good+ copy 
in a coVoopy Pilot d/w. £ 12.50 
BIGGLE S AIR CO MMODORE. l950 's Oxford. A 
good+ copy in col/copy Pilot d/w. £ 12.50 
BIGG LE S IUTS TliE TRAIL . 1950 's Oxford . A 
good+ copy in col/copy PiloL d/w . £12 .50 
81GGLE S GO ES TO WAR 1950' s Oxford. A 
gc)()d+ copy in col/copy Pil ol d/w . LI 2.50 
BIGG LES lN THE SOUT 'H SEAS. 1950's Oxford. 
A good + copy in a col/copy Pil ot d/w . £12.50 
BIG G LES DELIVERS THE GOODS. !fodder and 
Stoughton 1950s. A good+ cop y in col/co py d/ w. 

£12 .50 
BIG GLF,S AND THE BLACK RAIDER. 1960' s 
reprint. A good copy in c,1lko py J/w. £12 .50 
BIGGLES FOLLOW S ON. Hodder & Stoughwn 
First Edi iion 195;13. Illustra ted by Leslie Stead . 
COPY ONE: V/g in good+ d/w . £38 
COPY TWO : good in col/copy d/w. £20 
COPYTlfREE : Fa.ir readin g copy. £ 12 
BIGGL ES B1JRIES A HAT CHET. Brockbamp1on 
First Edition 1958. llJusmued by Leslie stead. 
COPY ONE: V/g in v/g d/w. £48 
COPY TWO : Vig in good d/ w. D 8 
COPY T HREE: V/g in col/co py d/w . £22 
ANOTHER JOB FOR BIGG LES. Hodder & 
Stoughton First Edition 195 1. Near v/g in oear v/g 
d/w . £42 
BTGGLES Cl:D.NESJ:: P UZZLE. Brockhamp1on 
Firs1 Edi1ion 1955, lllusLrat~d by Leslie Stead . 
COPY ONB: Vg in col/co py d/w. £25 
COPY TWO : Good copy. £ 16 
ANO 'fRER JOB FOR .BIGG LES. Hodder & 
Stoughton First Ediliun 1951. Vig in col/copyJ/ w. 

£24 
RIG G LES BREAK S TH E SILF:NCE . Hodde r & 
Stoughton Firs1 Edition 1949. rnu~ by Leslie Stead. 
COPY ONE: V/g in v/g d/w. £48 
COPY TWO : Vig in good+ d/w. £38 
COPY Tl LR.EE: good in good d/w. £32 
RIG G LES TAKES CHARGE: Brockhamptoo First 
Edition 1956. Tht illing colour fromi~piece by Leslie 
S1eacl 
COPY ONE: A vg copy in near mini later d/w. £42 
COPY TWO: A good+ copy. £22 
DIGGLES fN THE ORIENT . Hooder & Stoughton 
Firs1 Edition 1944 . Near v/g in good laLer dlw . £48 
RIGGL ES TAKES A HOU DA Y. Hodder & 
Swu ghton P'crst Edition 1949. C lass ic Les lie S1ead 
co lour plllles. 
COPY ONE. Good copy in good d/w , £35 
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COPY TWO . Good copy in col/copy Jf w. £25 
COPYTHREE : Good+ copy . £16 
BIGGL ES IN MEXIC O . Brockhampton First 
Edition 1959. 6 bril liant colour pla1es by Leslie Stead. 
COPY ONE: Near v/g copy in almos1 v/g d/w. £48 
CO.PY TWO: Good+ in col/copy dlw. £28 
COPY THREE : Reading copy in coVcopy d/w. £15 
BIG GLES ON MYSTERY lSLAN D. llodder & 
Stoughton First Edition 1958. 6 great co lour pla1cs by 
S1udio Stead . 
COPY ONE: Vig copy in good d/w. £42 
COPY TWO: V/g copy. .t:20 
COPY THREE : Good reading copy. £14 
.BIGGLES AND THE BLAC K RAIDER. Hodde r 
and Stoughton First Edition 1953. 8 thrilling colour 
plates by Stead. 
COPY ONE: V/g copy in v/g d/w. £65 
COPY TWO: V/ g copy in good+ d/w. £48 
COPY TlfREE: Near v/g copy in col/copy d/w. £24 
BIG{; LES DELl VE RS THE GOOD S. First Edition 
1946 Hodder & Stoug)tton. Pictures by Stead. A v/g 
cl)py in a coVcopy dlw. £45 
BIGGL ES TAKES JT ROUGH. Brockh:11np1on 
Fir~t E<li1iun 1963. A v/g copy of scarce iit le. £38 
BIGGLE S TAKES TliK CASE Hodder & 
Swu ghton .Firs t Edition 1952. Lllusuated by Stead/ 
%co ~ ru 
BIGGLES HUNTS BIG GAME. Hodder & 
S1oughion First Edition I 948. Superbly lllusLrated by 
l.:eslie s1ead. 
COPY ONE: Vig in v/g impress ived/ w. £42 
COPY TWO ; Good+ copy. £1 R 
BIGG LES OF TH E INTER POL . Brodiliampto n 
First Edition 1957 . 6 superb culour plates hy Les lie 
Stead . 
COPY ONE: A w ry good copy. £32 
COPY TWO: A good+ copy. £28 
BJGGLE S AND TIIE D/\RJ{ lJ.VfRUD ER: 
COPY ONE: First Editio n 1967 the Knight paperback 
edition in near v/g condition. £:15 
COPY TW O: Brockl1amp 1on tirn hard back edition 
1970. A good xt lib copy in laminated d/w. £95 
BIGGLES GOES T O SC HOOL. Hodder & 
S10ugh1on FirsL E<lition 1951. With spar kling Stead 
Illustrations . 
COPY ONE: A v/g copy ,o almost v/g d/w. £42 
COPY TW O: A v/g copy. £22 
RIG G LES MAKES ENDS MEET. Hodder & 
Stoughton First Edit ion 1957, 6 brilliant co lour plates 
by Stead. 
CO PY ONE : V/g in v/g terrifi c d/w. £65 
COPY TW O: A good copy of scarce book. .t:38 
BIGGLES GO ES HO ME . Brockhampton Firs1 
Edition 1960. A v/g copy 1n a1tract ive v/g d/w. £85 
ORClffi> S FOR BIGGLE S. Brockhampton Pcrst 
Edition 1962. Ulustrate<l by Les he Stead. 
COPY ONE, A v/g copy. D2 
COPY TWO : ·A goo d copy laminated tl/w. £24 



BJGGLES CETS HIS MEN. Hodder and Stoughton 
FirSt Edition 1950 . Studio Stead llh, stroted. 
COPY ONE : V/g copy in v/g d/w. £58 
COPY TWO : V/g copy in good d/w. £45 

COPY THRE E: Vig copy in cnVcopy d/w. £25 
COPY FOUR: Good copy in ,·oVcopy d/w. -£20 
BIGGLES FORMS A SYNDICATE . Hodder & 
Stoughton First Edition 1961. Illustrated by Studio 

stead. 
COPY ONE: A fine copy m s line d/w . £85 

COPY TWO: V/g copy in very neatly repaired worn 

illw, £45 

BIGGLF-S Sl!:COND CASE. Hodder & Stoughton 
Fitst Edition 1948. Superb pictures by Leslie Stead. 
COPY ONE: A v/g copy m near vlg d/w. £48 
COPY TWO: A v/g copy in n.:ar v,g later dlw. fJ4 

COPY THREE : A good copy in good latc,r dlw. £28 
SJ::RGEANT BIGGLESWORTH c .1.0. Htldik r & 
Swughton First Edition 1946. The First post-war 
Biggies book strikingly illustr.it~d by L.!slic Stead. 
COPY ONE: A v/gcop::r in v/gdlw. £85 
COPY TWO. A v/g copy m vig laterdl /w, £38 

COPY TliREE: A v/g copy in later col/copy d/w. £32 
BLGGLES AND TIIE MlSSJNG I\ULLIONAIRE. 
l3rockhampt,m Fin:1 Edition 1961. l) elightfulJy 
illustrnted by Studio Stead. £35 
WORRAL S IN THE Wt\STELA ND. . First 
Edition 1949. Vg copy, full colour frontispiece in 
good d/w. £45 
WORRA l~"i GOES AFOOT. Pir, l Editi1111 1949 in 
red cloth. full colour fronti~picrc. Vig copy. £35 
WORRALS IN 'fHE WILl>S. First Edmon 1947. 
The pc,st-"ar Worrals story. hght Mu.: d oth wnh a 
~uperb frontismec~ in fttll colour. 
COPY ON 1~: Terrific copy 111 near fine n 111cli1in11 £38 
COPY TWO : A foir 10 g()Od copy. .l:16 

WORRAL S FI_JF AGAIN. £'1rs 1 Edition 1942 in 

blue tl oth picture cover. A di~tincuv.: full colour 
frun11,p1ece. 
COPY ONE : Very ~carce. A gooJ copy. £48 

COPY TWO· Very SL'llft'. A fo 1r lo good copy. 05 

WORRAL S Of TH E ISLANDS. F1r<L Ec;ln1lln 19-lS. 
A delightful coloured fron11sp1ece. 
COPY ONE: A ~ g copy 111 neat much repaired dlw. 

£55 

COPY TWO : A very gooll copy. f.40 
COPY T l lRtiE: A good cl)py. D2 
COPY F'OUR• A very go,xl , lhhrary cop). DO 
WORRALS GOES EAST: FiN &liuon 1944. 
Thrilling coloured fronw.p1c,e hy Stead IBagdod C11Y 
of l{omancc). 
COPY ONE: A very goo<l c·opy. L:45 
COf'YTWO A faJI 10 good copy. l'28 
COPY Tl !REE: A, g ~/hb copy. no fmnu~piccc. £16 
COMRADES IN AR~l S. Fir~t EditJon 19-l7. Biggies 
of tk R.A..P. - Worrols of th,· W.AA.F . nn<l King o f 
1hc Commundo,. 
C.:OPY ONE: A v/g copy with striking Gimlet 
frontispiece. £~2 
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COPY TWO: A fuir only copy. £16 
GIML ETS ORIENTAL QUEST . First Edition 
1948. A King of the Commando's Adventure. 
Bewi1chir\g Gimlet frontispiece. 
COPY ON£: A v/g copy in v/g d/w . £48 

COPY TWO: A v/g copy in ne3t v/g dfw. £42 
COPY THREE: A v/gco py. £25 
GIMLET COMES HOME . First Edition 1946. 
Another ad\'eniurc of King of the Conunandos -
Cop~r Colson - Trapper Troubley - and Cub Petcn. 
COPY ONE: A v/g copy in 3JU'l1Ctive v/g d/w. £65 
COPY TWO: A good plus copy in good plus dtw. 

£48 
GIMLET LENDS A HAND. fa st Edition 1949. A 
·King of lhc Commandos' Adventure. 
COPY ONE: A v, g t'OpY in ,mpre~,ive vlg d/w. t:48 
COPY TWO : A v/g copy. £25 

GIMLET MOl'S UP. First Edition 1947. A 
completely stunning coloured fron1ispiecc. A master 

piece' 
COPY ONE A v/g copy in hand;ome v/g dlw. £65 
COPY TWO: A v/g copy in good d/w. C48 
COPY THREE: A v/g copy. £25 
GIMLKI' OFF THE MAP . First Edition 1951. A v/g 
copy in v/g cliw. Superb Leslie Stead Illustrations. 

£55 
ST EELEY FLI ES AGAIN. Latini,:r House Edition,. 
COPY ONe: F1r,1 Edl1ion 1951 revised. v/g in v/g 
~w. £48 
COPY TWO: Third Edition 195 1, nt:ar v/g copy. IIX 

SlNI STEH SE K VI CE: First [ldi1ion 1942, v/g copy. 
Bright omngt' pictorial co\er. A deligh1ful colour 
frunti5piece and other tllustrntlon, by Stuan Trc,ilian 

£95 
AllVl!:NTURE BOUND: r,1r~1 EditiLin 1955. Super 
J11hn, S1ory with .1ppealing lllu~trutiun~ by Dougla.\ 
Relf. 
COPY ONE: A v,g copy n attrn,·th c vrg d/ w. £25 

C'OPY TWO: A near v/ g copy. .I: 16 
ADVENTURE UNUl\flTED . Fma Ed 111rm 1957. 

Grcut John~ Story \'11th ch11m1ing. illu_strailons b) 

Douglas Rolf. 
COPY ONE: A , .1g copy in 1hrillms v/g diw . (25 

COPY TWO. A good plu< copy. t: 15 
l'tlF. RU. TL ERS or RATil. ESNAKE VAi.LEV: 
P11bl1~hetl by Thm1U1s Nclscin - n11 dute. Ou1~wnding 
coloured fronlbp1cce hy arlist Dr:ik~ l3rookshaw. 
COPY Ot-:E: V/r, copy in impressi\e v/g d/w , £42 
COPY TWO: Vig copy in impreNve gurxl+ IV" ' 08 
COPY THREE: A v,g copy in hght blue clo1h. .l:16 
C:IIAMPlON OF THE MA I . Johns' Pmne 
Ad,tmu re Yarn publi~ht1d by O, rl)rd Un1ver11ity 
P1~$~. 

COPY ON£: FtN E<lnion 19.38 decorated co,c ,~ m 
liJ1111 blue cloth w,lh map antl p:ipers. A fronuspicw 
1md otht<r ;,plcndid illustraliLm, by H. Goodcrtlllm. 
(135 
COPY TWO: Second Editi()n 1'1491 V/g copy. £115 



KJNGS OF SPACE . Fim Edition 1954. Johns' story 
of lnt erplanetary flight. 6 SUJlllfb full-page plates n 
full colour from the hand of Leslie Stead . 
COPY ONE: A v/g copy in a v/g star spangled d/w. 

£55 
COPY TW O: A v/g copy in a good+ d/w. £42 
COPY THREE: Av/g copy with picture cover. £24 
RETURN TO MARS . First Edltion 1955. A sequel 
10 'Kings of Space'. Six stunning· plates in full colour 
from brilli ant arti$t Leslie Stead . 
COPY ONE: A v/g copy in near v/g d/w. £42 
COPY TWO: A v/g copy blue picture cove r. £24 
COPY THREE: A good copy blue picture cove r. £16 
THE QUEST FOR THE PERFECT PL ANET. 
First Edition 196 1 (a story of Space Explora tion) 
superbly illustration. V/g copy in v/g d/w. £48 
TO OUTER SPACE . First Edition 1957 . A v/ g copy 
picture cover and six plat es in full colour by Stead. 

£30 

THE MAN WHO VANISHi,;OINTO SPACE. Fim 
Edition 1963. A near v/g copy of scarce lille. £28 
NOW TO THE STAR S. First Edition I 956. A v/g 
copy bl ue picture cover and six coloured plates. £25 
THE DEA TH RAYS OF ARDILLA First Edition 
1959. 
COPY ONE: X/library .but v/g in v/g d/w. £38 
COPY TWO : Laminat ed d/w. Vig copy. £28 
WORLD OF WONDER. First Edition 1962. More 
adventure s in Space - great illustrations. 
COPY ONE: V.g copy blue picture cover. £24 
COPY TW O: Near fine copy d/w laminated. £32 
BIGGLES AND THE POOR RICH BOY. 
13rockhampton First Edition 1961. Jllustrated by 
Leslie Stead. 
COPY ONE: Vig+ in v/g d/w. £48 
COPY TWO : V/g in v/g d/w. £42 
COPY THREE : A v/g copy. £24 

THE MAGNIFIC E NT MAGNET-GEM and MIS CELLANEOUS VOLUMES OF WILLIAM HOWARD 
BAKER. All volumes are in at least very good condition with dustwrapper s. Alternative choice of books if 

possible please. 
V£RY SPE CIA L OFFER ALL ROOKS PRICED@ £9.95 each DURING APRIL, MAP and JUNE 

MAGNET OMNIBUS VOLUMES Vol. 5 The Boys o[ St. Jim 's fJ 2.50 
Vol. 3 Billy Bunter of Bunter Coun £ 12.50 Vol. 7 The Spectre of St. Jim 's £12.50 
Vol. 4 Billy Bunter and the Terror of the Form Vol. 8 Tom Merry's Bes1 £ 12.50 
£12.50 Vol. 9 Tom Merry's Party £12.50 
Vol. 1'2T heG reyfriarsAdven rurers£18 Vol. 10G ay DogsofS t.Jim 's£12.50 
Vol. 211 Billy Bunter 's Circus 18 Vol. 11 D' Arey Maxi mus £12 .50 
Vol. 32 The.Greyfriars Cowboys£ 12.50 Vol. 13 To m Merry's Enemy £ 12.50 
Vol. 44 Billy Bunter in Brazi l £14 Vol. 14ThcJapersofSt.Jim' s£ 12.50 
Vol. 45 Gunmen at Greyfriars £12.50 Vol. 15 TheP louers of St. Jim 's.£ 12.50 
Vol. 46The Popper Lsland Rebels £ 14 Vol. 16 Tom Merry 's Bodyguard £ 12.50 
Vol. 47 The SGhoolboy S11mggler £12.50 Vol. 17 A Cockney at SI.Jim 's £12.50 
Vol. 50 Billy Bunter' s Easter Trip £12.50 Vol. 18 Tom Merry' s Weekly £12.50 
Vol. 54 Vemon-Smlth's Rival £ 12.50 Vol. 19 Tom Merry and Co. on Strike£ 12. SO 
Vol. 55 Bunter the Lion-Tamer £ 14 Vol. 20 The Mystery of Eas1wood House£15 
Vol. 6 1 The Schoolboy Tourists £ 12.50 ANNUALS ANO CO LLECTORS' PIES 
Vol. 62 The Big Bang al Greyfri ars £12.50 TI1e Greyfriars Holiday Annual 1973 [ 14 
Vol. 63 Bunter' s Orders £ 12.50 The Greyfria rs Holiday Annual 1975 £ 18 
Vol. 64BiU ionairing with Bumer £ 12.50 The Grcyfriars Holiday Annual 1976 £ 18 
Vol. 65 Greyfriars on safari £ 12.50 The Greyfriars Holiday Annual 1977 £14 
Vol. 66 Rucli<ms at Greyfria rs £ 12.50 The Greyfriars Holiday Annual 1978 £14 
Vol. 71 The Oreyfriars Second Eleven £12.50 The Grcyfri ars Holiday A1rnual 1979 [ 14 
Vol. 72 The Shylock of Grey friars £14 ll1 e Greyfriars Hol iday Annual 1980 £ 14 
Vol. 73 Under Bunter's Thumb £14 The Greyfriar s Holiday Annual 1981 £ 14 
Vol. 74Bill y Bunter 's Prize £ 12.50 The Grcyfriar s Holiday Annual 1982 £ 14 
Vol. 75 TheGrey frian; Bounder £14 TI1c Greyf riars Holiday Annual 1983£ 14 
Vol. 76 Billy Bunter"s Blunder£ 12.50 The Ht)ward Baker Ea.51er Omnibus £14 
Vol. 77 Harry Wharton's Feud £ 12.50 The Howard Baker Summer Omnibus £14 
Vol. 88 Si lly Bunter 's Wembley Party £1'2.50 The Howard Baker Holiday Annual 1974£14 
GEM OMNIBUS VOL UMES Billy Bunter's Own £14 
No. I D'Arcy thcRu naway£ 12.50 Collectors ' Pie No. I £14 
Vol. 2. Cardew of St. Jim' s £12.50 Col lecto rs' Pie No. 2 £ 14 
V()I. 3 The Rebel of St. Jim's £12.50 Collectors' Pie No. 4 £ 14 
Vol. 4 Tom Merry and the Nigb1 Raiders£ 12.50 

TERM'S : PAYMENT ON YOUR SATlSFACTORY RE CEIPT OF GOOD S PLUS POSTAGE A'f C OST. 
4 ROOMS OF STOCK. VJSTTORS MO ST WELCOME BY APPOJNTM f;NT. 
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COLLECTING-IT lS · IS IT CURABLE? by Glyn Frewer 

COLLECT: Obtain (specimens , books , stamps, etc.) for addition to others. That 's the 
Concise Oxford Dictionary defin ition. From the Latin colligere - to gather together. 

So the Ancient Romans had a word for it. I shouldn't be surprised if Stone Age 
Man had a grunt for it, too, w hen he amassed a heap of polished stones or seashells . It' s in 
the blood . H's certainly i.n mine, as I suspect it is in many, if not all , of those reading this 
Collector's Digest . It starts when you ' re young, hke spots, but unlike spots, it doesn't get 
any better as you get older, it gets worse. 

Tak e my case. I wasn' t yet in my teens when the Second World War started. 1 used 
to listen to Children's Bour, and Lhc Zoo Man (David Seth Smith) urged us children to 
collect aco rns to aid tbe war effort by supplying them to local farms for an.imal feed. So I 
began collecting them, bags of them, sacks of them, and my parents dehvered them. 
That's w hen it all started. Because I came back from these countrysi de excurs ions with 
leaves as well , lots of differe nt leaves, and pressed them between the pages of books 
before l wa s given a press like a miniature trouser-press that flattened specimens between 
blotting pape.r, tightened by wing nuts at the corners. After leaves, flowers. And once l 
had jo ined the Cubs. 1 started on stamps because other boys were sticking stamps into 
albums they had been given. Acorns, leaves, flowers and stamps. Not yet ten, I had been 
bitten by the bug for which there is no known antidote. 

After Cubs came Scouts. ln tl1e Scouts you were encouraged to collect Proficiency 
Badges. So I aimed for the CoUector's Badge as my fust J had friends who collected 
coins. Th e war was on by this time and our district was flooded with intakes of American 
soldiers. 1 collected American coins but 1 soon had all there were LO get, which weren't 
many. What there was a Jot of, however. were American chewing-gum wrappers. These 
became a craze at school and we vied passionately with each other to have the best 
collection. Cond ition was important and swapping went on apace. Matchboxes, too, were 
many and various and soon these, too, were being exchanged along with stamps, coins and 
chewing-gum wrappers. 

Differe nt again were train numbers. These you could not exchange. They had to be 
persona lly seen on the engine by the collector. l spent many a happy day on the local 
statfon plarfonn with notebook and pencil waiting for the next magnificent steaming, 
snorting engine to hiss ro a standst ill or thunder through non-stop. lnevitably , train-tickets 
became the next objects of desirn and they. in turn. led lo bus-tickets. I can vividly 
remember one day when. lacking a Cbiclets chewing-gum wrapper and a Dentine, 1 saw 
both on the railways track below the platfo rm. l was ready. h was forbidden to climb 
tlown on to the line for obvious safety reasons but it was nc,1 forbidden to bave what alJ we 
collectors had, a dart tied to a pi.ece of soi ng. We developed great skill at darting 
wrappers on the line below u~ and hauling in Lhe catch. I had a friend who could hit a train 
ticket three times out of three at six paces. And that was just for swaps . .HE already had a 
good collectio n huL dtree swaps of different coloured Wrigleys could get him Lhe scarce 
yellow Chiclets ten-pack. 

And so it went on, the objects of collecting ch:mging like fas hions as we grew up. 
Cigarette cards became all Lhc rage. Although we were roo young co smoke, our parents 
weren ·1 and we sent for the albums from W.D. & 1-L.0. Wi.lls, John Player. Ballaher and 
others . Later came Brook Bond lea-cards with descriptions by France s Pitt and 
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illustrations by T unnicJjff e, all highly co llec rible, all swap pabl e and all increasing the 
appetite for collecting. It was great fun, but more than fun. for these youthful pastimes, 
more of ten than not , led to serious interests in later life. 

One particular co llecting pain I followed certa inly led me to -a field of interest which 
has provided a lifetime of pleasure. I'm referring, perhaps surp risingly , to the collectiog 
ofb i:rds' eggs. J say surprisingly because today , of course, it is a crimloal pursuit. In my 
schoo l and Scout days it was not. It was positively encouraged and in all the boys' papers 
were enticing advertise ments and articles. In comics like the Wizard, Hotspur , Rover, 
Adventure and Champion; in magaz ines, Modern Boy and Boys' Own; in the Magnet and 
Gem; all bore advertisements urging you to buy egg -cabinets, fine-bore glass tubes for 
blow ing out the contents as well as tiny drills for making a single hole jn the side of the 
egg rather than p.iercing the eggs at eacb end with a pin, which was the usual method. The 
magazines also carried instructive articles on bird-habitat and climbi ng techniques . Never 
was there any mention of endangered species . We were, however, stro ngly urged to take 
only one egg from each clutch so as 10 al low the rest to harcll and increase tile species: 
commo n sense rather than a statutory conse rvation policy. Equal encouragem ent was 
given to the collecti ng of butterOies and moths although l bypassed this avenue because 
the idea of using kjtliogjars did no t appeal. To my young mind , eggs were inanimate and 
not alive like flutte ring insec ts. 

Another of the Scout profici ency badges to aim for was that of Bird Warden. This 
entailed keeping records of birds and their nests and habitats and anyrbiog else to do with 
diem. So I began coJ1ectiog claws and skulls and feathers. Thi s was educati .onal as well 
as enjoyable . Claws cut from dead bird s were sun-dried and pinned on a board. Skul ls 
were not so straightforward as they needed boili ng and my mother's toleran ce of my 
kitchen activities deserved a medal. As did her control when she caught me about to skin a 
mole (skins also were interesting) which I had pinned out, belly up . with drawing pins 
through eac h large paw , on her pastry board. 

The adverti sements in the many boys' papers were, of course, only incidental 
reading. Every word of those wonderful publications was read avidly. and 1101 only tbose 
already ment1oned. There were the other ' picture' comics: Dandy , Beano, Knockout, 
Radio Fun, Film F1111. But it was tl1e 's tory' comics I remember most fondly, witb their 
memorable heroes: Rockfist Rogan. Colwyn Dane, Wilson, 1J1e Wolf of Kabul, Dixon 
Hawk e. Lf only l had kepi them. But, like alt my contempora ries, we swa pped issues all 
the time and tbe Magnets. the only ones l did keep , went miss ing during a house move. 
But eve ry cloud ... 

I have spent years of pleas mable bunting-down and collecti ng my favourite reading of 
those days. My shelves now groan und er tbe weight of the first sixty Magnet reprints 
(three cheers for Howard Baker ), a coup le of hundred Schoolboys ' Own library issues, 
some Sexton Blakes. a number of Mun-ay Roberts's Captain Justice stories, all the Nomad 
and Romany Books and (when the price has been right ) some first edit ions of tJ1e Casse ll 
and Skilton Bunter books, a few Biggie s, stories by Percy F. and John Westerman, certain 
tit les by Ballantyne , Marryat, Henry Williamson and BB and so we go on. As alt 
co llectors know, tbe joy of rediscoveri ng an old favourite l:annot be matched and the 
excite ment of the chase never wanes. And one thing always leads to another. l now 
collect Collectors' Digesrs. It 's incurable. I'm happy to say! 

***** ******** ****** * ******* *** *** * *************' 
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RAY MOORE WRITES: 

Co n gratu lations on another most interesting edition of the CD (September 2001). 
From Bob Whit er's piece on C.H. Chapman through to Bill Bradford's piec e on 'Boy's 
Cinema' it was all ente rtaining and informative stuff . 

In response to Derek Marsden's very well reasoned letter concerning the 
cancel lati on of the Skipper I mu.st admit that the only reason I used 'Hotspur' as a 
com parison was because of the school story link between 'Skipper's most popuJar 
charac ter Musi.a.rd Smith and Hotsp ur's fully formed educational establishment Red Circle 
School. Jfad Skipper's mainstay been a jungle hero 1 would probably have used Rover's 
Morgyo the Mighty or Adv e11ture's Strang the Terrible for compariso n in much the same 
way. I certain ly wasn 't intending to imply that the Hotspur, on the principl e of 'last in, first 
out', was the natural candida te to have been battling it out for survival with Skipper fo r, as 
Derek erud itely points out. tbis was hardly likely to have been the case. 

I also .really enjoyed Margery Wood's survey of the School Friend annual as it 
helped to fill ou t my knowl edge of one of the best of the girl's papers . One thing I can add 
is that in her arti cle Margery makes mention o.f the 'ballerina' front endpaper of the 1957 
annual and said how well it was drawn. Thi s was the work of an artist named Selby 
Donnison who also drew most of the Terry Br ent detective stories in the Schoo l Friend 
during the 1950's and then went on to draw most of the Sandy Dean school strips in 'Lion' 
(J 959- l 965). 

Similarly Dawn MarJer' s piece was of immense interest as it concerned itself with 
that mainstay of a good publ ic school, the secre t society , prefcrrably the robed and cowled 
varie ty. T must admit that the Amalgamated Pre ss see med to have had the edge on D.C. 
Thomson in this regard as tlie lat ter didn't have two many secret societies roaming the 
midnight corridors of its hall s of learning, certain ly not in their boy's -papers at least. 
Although , that being said 'The Hooded Class at tronrnoor' and its sequel 'Mas ter of the 
Hooded C lass' in the flot spur in 1934/193 5 do spring to mintl in the story paper era as 
does the pictur e strip version of the former in the /-/01.spur picture pape r in 1969 , and the 
Dand y's 'schoo lboy wangle/ Winker Watson's did have a year long run in with 'The 
Hood ed Terrors' in 1978/1979. 

One final point with regard to Alan Prarl 's piece on Frank S. Pepper and 'The Two
faced Skipper of the Roarers '. Frank S. Pepper ctietl, aged 78. on l3tb De c 1988. 

••****************• ** * ** *** * *** * ****** * * * * **** ** 

WANTED: All pre-war Sexton Blake Librari es. AJI Boys Friend Libr ar ies. All 
comics/p ap e rs etc with stor ies by W.E. Johns, Leslie Charteris & Enid Blyton. Original 
artwork from Ma g net. Gem, Sex ton Bl ake Librar y etc. also wanted. J will pay £150.00 for 
ori ginal Maf!,net cover artwork. £75.00 for original Sexion Blake Library cover artwork . 
NORMAN WRIGHT. 60 Eas1bury Road, Watford. WD1 4.JL. Tel: 0192 3-232 383. 

* * **** * ************** *** **** *** *******•*** **** ** 
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ALISTAIR YOUNG WRJTES: 

The admiration that Bob Cheny has for Marjor ie Hazeldene is well known. Less 
well known is the feeling Frank Nugent has for Barbara Redfern . The attach ed poem, 
however, proves this to be the case. 

It is surprising that neither Frank nor Hilda Richard s was aware of this important 
circumstance! 

CREYFRIARS CELEBRITIES. 
In lbi> weekly leal•rt our vorull~ 
rhy.,..ler gi,es you pea pet\fa ib ol \ht 
leadlo& llgb15 at Creylrl.>Mi. 

Thi • WO•k : FRANK NUGENT • 

W
l11 '\ \\' l,1,rto, , £11 .. 11o u,. ,, r11,1t• 

C.IIWl'• 
_.\J,d Lb.lQ(fJ. IU\)hd HUnt! top 

haf1Jl)' , 
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A vert d lwnt clu1.p[JiC.. 
The~ l wo l ll·ctuh l', -,.,hhm1t dr l1ty, 

Gceat. N b, bcyo DJ 11,o orl llll.iarl, 

At\~hltt · r:;irt1r ·:;11d~:::~~i:.a:;~1 1IAY1 

f rn nk Nugt.nL is n. hantlsomr la,1. 
ln rac,. be'• id m<,lil 11roll l , 

"A ' y • to l ,1.J )'On .s.im(' ly f11I\Ji" 
ij11.id &onu~ont•, ~lu,rph \\l ll l1 

Uuti though lti> looks ;ro n1tl ,~r ~·.,t.if.'t1 
Out !frank b: nol a. tlani ly 1 

Ha nl'n: r r.ilii to tlnJ hi,- fel·l, 
And p r<n'e& hir~ ·lf qfrite .. li,md ,· •• 

Al crk L:ct Mid ut footer ; I® , 
ua· .. r1.111 or 1,,,1d dc-0,1ti.:'": 

11 b,.u11b ha.rd.Jr l11, tv. 1t h tr •' "', 
Th<' 'tnuW~tJ (,t che: g;_,.,,t ... 

Jn 1d l th~ m.:iu:ht'$ ) OU l\ Hl ~•"' 
Hio, ,u;llflJt k"tc n Ofld rt>ad Y: 

•[' h ero' li l'l.i'll t't chapt . itHd: WOJ'i(! , thi u 
lH;, 

ll ut Ku tr~ l ' , JUrb am.I &lc ody .. 

\\ l.,Icb -.i.o~·•. 1 l,;u of Ll,e Fun ou, l1"n r 1 

Our Fre nk i.s not thu bc:\C'On; 
Ui1~ hu i.t l'<"ry mur.h al: ,,u 

Whan les,c r du'lpp (cs "' "a.li:1~n. 
Ao a.H~round 1i1>0rU 1u1111, l\ui; , ul plilJ l 

A.I 1~r 1Lij?h l a guo o u Atll ; 
And th l.. l.11dt"e'd i, hi1ther J•tll [\<'C 

' l~l111U ~ I> t'.lll gil'o to UMIU,l, 

Our nob1o Frink , r ll 1:uue 1 ·011 lbQ1t-, 
H1u nthe r &ple ndid quo.liLi d : 

H~~I j~1~ r:0111~"'rri~'n~i:.~ woe, 
B a bAi 1rn r.,,·M·t t>il.d f h ,:ind 

St re tched C>IJ~ ru,~ lr--lCtl.dly g; , inJ:i 

A'{Vi,'~r.:"~o::.J b~f~
1'",~~1r~ r:~H -inl{• 

I.e.L°JI y"'U ,ind yell w:llif Wi.:•' r,·• bonr1c 

T~,·;,L!! i!~3i:i~ jt ~~!~:t11fh·e, of t '>\uc:.e, 
Am J ' ""'-'U lho ir 1--.:,pul.:ui ty. 

An J wlJ l1.1 ou r ,·oiot l l,oo-1n 1,1c-oy, 
Lr-L ,·ti., and all rC'm~mbcr, 

Vra n'k (f •tge nL 1~. in ll\ll: t"J' '1~1, 
A re~H~; "' ()rU~." memhor t 

Babs Redfern we know has beauty and chann 
With a nature showing both courag e and calm , 
Frank Nugent thought of her as supreme 
She was the star of his every dream 

One day when he was near to Lhe shore , 
He wanted to see her more and more. 
He thought to go up Lhe cliffside lane, 
And have a chance to see her again . 

Down the lane came two laughing girl s, 
Marjorie sticking a feather into Clara 's fa ir curls. 
Frank stuttered a greeting, words in a rush, 
He felt himself hotter , his face i.n a blush. 

The girls smiled as they saw whom they'd met, 
Clara sa id she knew Babs was his darljng pet. 
Marjorie asked if he intended to wed her , 
At which Frank felt his face getting redder. 

Said the two girls, "Babs is indoors, we'd belier 
"Go back up tbe bill, we will go to get her." 
Frank mumbled his thanks, said he would wait, 
Sitting himself down astrid e a farmer's gate. 

The girls turned round to go back up the hill , 
Nearly back to the school. a voice that was shril l 
Assailed their ears , a voice just like chalk , 
T'was Bessie Bunter with whom they had a talk. 

Meanwhile Frank waited for Barbara to come, 
He waited not long when he was struck dumb, 
As a fat waddling creature shouted out loud, 
He got off the gate , joy turning to cloud. 

The horrid fat Bess ie threw her arms round poor Frank , 
He suspect ed this was, from dear Clara , a pra nk. 
For Bessie had been told his love was for her, 
Which was , of course, on his feelings , a slur. 
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BAJtllAP.A BJLDA RF.Dt'lrR N I• her 
reaJ n;.me, at1d. 3-5 y ou •re all fl.-V,,il,rf'. 
she. ,, the capt..'lJD of tl.te Junior 

SobooJ at Oliff Ro ute. 
Chec rfu.J, a Jo,·et ot tun , s good, • U·rovnd 

u:r-~i.::n:• g~~ ]: ~t~~~U ~h:D~u~r~jl~: 
mosti popular gll.11 lu th e school . 

•· Bab, " ~·&S bou& at Holly Ra ll ln 
Rempsh tre, which I! !t lU l~ r home. B .. ..r111te 
b1 rour lt--tn yc:u a aud &l:x moulru .. She il4s ~:.~Y c~~~~i~~~itf !ce:ru~u\~t:I!~~: 
draw in~ •n d 11:i.tn1tng. and her ~L ftf1?nd ls 
::..~~i'h1!:Sie"°t~;:~ study l\ Q • .i ·dth 

Do.1'11 ltedlem , of th t UJJJX'·r Thi.rd at Cllir 
House , ls her g.(cter . .Bnbi olso has a 
brot her, Beggie , :,.ged r.h rN! nnd ~ t~1J Y"'U'i . 

li lflfr i~J~!>t:~s~f~l?i~':ia1~r~:;~ 
~~{Cl'f:\ih~a!~~;'/1teuFo~ti°urse, ?ttiS3 

The i'IIJ Bab$ leut 5dmire, is Sarah 
Jl::arr ig~n oi U•e Sixth, who for long bas bf:e.n 
Ba bi ' enemy. Tbe mi st.rm slli: likes lt3~l b: 
Miss Bu.Jli\'Mlt. 

She tak es slz.e two In !ll1ot,\ havfng -rat.her 
am.all feet,. B e.r b~gh t l.s 4 fet ti 101 inches. 
Ht1 1avou.rite oofoun :.re blut a:ud gold, 
po,!.!!bly bi,e&.utti thc:st tLi f' 11\.so Cllff Ho uu ',1 
s;olourt.. and her tavoll.flt,e Oowe.r t.he daffodil . 
She .l.ta! DO parti C"Ub,r- fa\'OU.rl~ amon.;: 
auLhors. but COnfeMct to A we3kDtss for 
Dicken~ and Ag•Lha CnrluJ e. Ber two 
fa"·ou:rtte ttllrl ,t.a.r!I arc loan DMot:tl a.od 
Robert l!outgomerr . 

lo trbe re• lm of P.J)Ort 8A.rLara lw made 
her m.wk iu hocke.)·, edckt!t and Unu.tL 

:1~ ls~~)J:~J i~~i:nm::n~!a0it~~t~~: 
Clwe . 

Sbt> i.s at$0 qll ltt a good attrt&t trnd tak es 
Pi\lt in mu,t. of th e- J u tJiQr Sd,ool phiy& And 
CODOf'rt.ll, A~ &n o~•nbrr ~ht l..! brillia nt.. 

Sht- mai ntain ~ o fah tr i;ood ,osltlon in 
cl.a.!.!. IMt tenn 's t:xtmitt: •ti on p!:1.clng bt-r Ai 

~ °iitt Clara, sht' 1~ t.nonn ou.:-1> f()nd of &.ll 
ao i.wA.ls:, and on e o! htr p roudes t pc)S!tMions 
is li,tr goldc' n N"1rif.',·t.r, Bru tu ,-. who tui.t woo 
ma~ · 5nbt'S, 

ha ~:r 1~r('{t~1:~~!l0:x~b'i°~ :r :~'a:1?adJ 
Ac:1d em)'. 

He fought her off. which took a ll of his strengtJ1. 
He then had ro hold her at hi s arm' s length, 
Explaining thaL he thought her a horrid old hag, 
While she tried he r best to hit with her bag. 

At last he escaped and tore up tbe hj]l, 
Where he heard young Clara's laughing brigh t trill. 
He gave her a glare. he was tired of her jokes, 
But she explained ii was onJy a teeny wee hoax. 

And straight away Bab s stepped out from behind 
And gave hjm a smile that was so swee t and kind , 
H e then invited her for a wa lk by the shore, 
Th ere LO forget Bessie among pl easures in store. 

******** * ***********'*************************** 
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BILL LOFTS 

Writing abou t Bill in the last C.D. 1 mentioned that 1 did not have any photographs of him. 
This situation J1as now, happi ly been remedied because both Betty Hopton and Ten)' Jones 
have sent me pictures of Bill, which arc reproduced here. MARY CADOGAN 

Bill Lofts (third from right) at a meeting of 
The South Western OBBC in 1986 

Johnny Betty Bill 
Hopton Hopton Lofts 

at the William Meeting, Chester 1988 

*************** ** ************** ************* **** 
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Story papers for sale fr o m : 

NORMAN WRIGHT 
60 Eastbury Road, 
Watford WD19 4JL . 

To reserve II : 01923 232383 
POSTAGE : Unless stated : 
£ 1.20 for up to four papers , 
ea ch addition a l paper an 
ex tra 25p . 
ADVENTURE 
1922 VG or near VG 
@ £7 .00: 27 , 32. 33 , 
1922 G+ at £5 .50 19, 
1930 near VG £7 00 440 
1936 : nr VG at £7 50 No 753 
1~ 1 Variable condrt1on, some 
foxing, generally near VG , VG or 
better@ £4 .50 1007 , 1008 , 
1009 , 1010 , 1011 , 1012. 1013, 
1014, 1015 , 1016 , 1017 , 1020 , 
1021, 1022 , 
1950s lssuea@ £ 1.75: 
1961 1360, 1366 , 1369 , 137~. ms. 1376, 1316 .1389 1400 . 
1968 1726 , 1743 . 1969 1781 
ADVENTURE 
Less than VG copi es at £1 .26 
each (min order 4 co pies ): 
1948 1237, 1949 1259 ,1273, 
1274. 1287 , 1302 . ~ 1303 , 
1961 1367 , 1368 , 1370 . 1389 , 
1395 
ATOM IC COMIC (1947} 
·o ne off . 8 pages . VG+ £4 50 
BEEZER COMICS 
The following are Near VG, VG 
or better 
1966nt 8@ £3.76: 81 92 . 97 , 98 , 
99 , 106. 107, 108 , 109, 111 , 111, 
113. 116, 117, 118 , 119, 123 , 
124 , 127,131,132 133, 143 , 
145, 146, 
BEEZER COMI C$ 
The foll owing are less than VG . 
Margin tea rs, poo r spinff etc . 
@ £2.00. Min . o rder 4 copies : 
196617/8/9 Issu es : 53, 64 , 67, 
89 75. 80 , 83, 84 , 86, 90 , 93,94 , 
96 101, 104, 105 , 115, 117 , 171, 
178 178, 182, 183 186, 
BOYS CINEMA 1930s iss ue,: 
VG or near VG copies , (man y 
with extra stapl e at top and 
bottom) at £3.60 ea ch : 
1935: 788 , 796 797 . 799 80 0, 
802, 807 808 . 809 8 11. 
1936: 880, 1937 : 891 , 894 , 895. 
898, 899 900, 908 , 91 1 92 0, 
924 , 935 , 937 , 

Bo ys Cinema conttnupd 
1938:9 45, 947, 952 , 959 , 962 , 
977 , 980,961,962 , 983,987,991, 
1939 :, 997, 1003, 1005, 101 1. 
1014 , 1021. 1023. 1029 1039, 
1~ : 1052 , 1053, 1056 . 1058, 
1059, 1060, 1062, 1063 . 1065, 
COLOURED SLICK FUN (Swan) 
VG@ : £4 50. nos: 61 62 , 63, 64, 
65,66 , 67, 68 , 69, 70, 71 , 72,73. 
75 , 76, 77, 76, 80, 81, 82, 83, 85 
HOTSPUR 
The following are a11 VG or near 
VG copies· 
~ @£2.50! 649, 655 , 660. 
662 , 669 , 670 , 670 , 671,671 , 
674 , 674 , 677 , 683 , 
1950 1 ll sues at £1 .75 each · 
!!B : 712 , 734 , 
1951 : 740, 742, 742 . 747, 748, 
749, 754, 75 5, 755 , 758 , 762, 
768 , 769, 
~ . 1010, 1010, 1027 , 1030 , 
1967 ' 1057 . 1058, 1059, 1060, 
1061 , 1062, 1066. 1071. 1075, 
1076, 1077. 1085, 1086 , 1067, 
1088, 1089, 1090, 1091, 1091, 
1092. 1093, 1094, 1096, 1100, 
1958 : 1105, 1106, 1109 1110, 
1111 , 1112. 1113 , 11l5 , 1118 , 
1126, 1128, 1133, 1134. 1136, 
1 137, 1139 , 1140. 1142 , 1144, 
1146.1 147 , 1148, 
1969 ' 1173, 1174 , 1 175 , 1176, 
1178. 1160, 1181 1182. 1185 . 
1186 , 1189 , 
J ACK&JILL 
Bound AP file volume : Ju l·Dec 
1955 nos 71-97 Comics nr fine 
blnding poor lacks spine £25 .00 
KNOCKOUT COMIC 
1H! Staple rust else VG copies 
@£10 00: 366 , 374. 382 , 391 , 
394 , 395, 397 , 399, 401, 402, 
405. 409. 
~ G cop,es@ £3.50. 360, 
364 , 367 . 368, 369 370 , 373, 
376 , 378, 385 , 386 , 389 , 390 , 
392 , 393, 396, 398,403 , 404, 
~ VG copies@ £5 00 : 463, 
466 , 487, 469, 470 , 471 , 486, 
~ G copies@ £3 50 462 
464 , 465 , 473 484 , 485 487 
488 489, 
LION Bound volume : • 
1953/4 Nos . 92-140 49 issues 
VG++/nr fine In nice gree n 
binding £ 160 00 
LION Bound vol : July- Dec 19$4 
Nos 124-149 Comlcs nrfine in 
Ama lgamated Press file binding 
VG· £85.00 , 

MICKEY MOUSE WEEKLY 
(issues not numbered 110 date 
given - day/month) 
1949 VG or better @£A.OO: 
1913, 2/ 4 , 16/4, 30/4, 14/5, 28/5 . 
6/6 20/8, 3/9 , 17/9, 1/10, 26/11 
1950 VG co pies @£3 .50 : 7/ 1, 
21/1 . 4}2 . 18/2 , 8/4. 22/4 , 29/4, 
615, 13/5 , 27/5 , 3/6 , 10/6 , 17/6, 
2416. 117 an. 22n , 29n. 5/8, 
12/8. 19/8, 26/8, 219, 16/9 23/9 , 
7110, 26/10, 11/ 11, 18111 25/1 1, 
2/12 . 9/12 , 16112, 30/12, 
1950 L8-11S than VG @ £2. 50: 
15/4, 20/5 , 15/7, 
1951 VG co ples@ £3.50: 6/1 . 
13/l , 20/ 1, 27/1, 3/2 , 10/2 , 17/2, 
2412, 3/3 , 10/3 
1965 VG co pies @£3. 50: 214, 
9/4 , 14/5, 28/5, 4/6, 11/6, 18/6, 

MODERN WONDER 
A Complete run of "Modern 
Wonder" (148 issues) + A 
comple te run of itS follow up 
magazine "Modem Wor1d" (54 
issues) A total of 202 Issues . In 
four bound volumes The first 
volume , wnh the 22 large format 
~azines . looks home bound , 
vols 2, 3 and 4, are 1n excellent 
professional blnd1ngs. Lots of 
science fiction and fantasy stories 
+ "Flash Gordon" strips by Alex 
Raymond in issues 105 to 14 1. A 
few issues have a tiny coupon 
clipped from the iower mfil9!fl of 
the back cover but generally this 
set are In VG+ or belter condltion 
The set ol 202 issues · 260 00 

~t free __ _ _ _ 

THE POPULAR/PENNY 
POPULAR Mainly VG @ £2 .50: 
1913: 29 , 1915: i 19, 120, 
1927: 435 ,440 444 ,445, 448 , 449 . 
1929:528 , 530, 531, 532 , 533 , 
TttE POPULAR Bo und vo lu me 
1926 Nos 389 lo 412 (24 issues ) 
From the first issue with coloured 
covers 1 B are complete with 
covers , 4 lack front covers and 2 
lack back covers. Colour scans 
are prov ided for m1ssmg front 
covers a nd black. and White 
photocop ies for the missing inside 
rronl covers and back covers . A 
few copies with tape repairs mo st 
VG or better In VG blnd1ng 
£55 00 (post free) 



ROVER 
1931: 492 VG £7 00, 
1934: 615 VG- £5 .50 , 639 VG
£5 .50, 654 VG £7.00 . 
1936: 744 VG £8 .00 . 
ROVER 
1949 @£2 .50 :1231. 1243, 1245, 
1248, 1255, 1256. 1257 , 1258, 
1260, 1264, 1265 , 1266 , 1267 , 
1268, 1269 , 1270 . 1271. 1272 , 
1273 , 1274, 1275, 1277, 1279. 
1950s Iss ues at £1 .75 each : 
1950: 1300, 1951 : 1345 , 1370 , 
1371, 1373 , 1953 : 1474, 
1958: 1703, 1736, 1740, 1741 . 
1742, 1747 , 1959: 1750, 1758, 
1763, 1764, 1764 , 1766, 1768 , 
1769, 1770, 
SCRAMBL E (Swan 1947-501 
Some wom spines , generally VG 
@£3 .50: nos: 3, 4 , 5, 7, B, 9, 10, 
15, 19, 28 , 32, 39 , 48,49, 50, 51, 
52, 53, 

SKIPPER (Pra -Warl Generally 
VG or nr VG conditio n @ £7 .00 ; 
1931: 59, 1932 :71 , 1933 : 147, 
1934: 186.202 , 205 , 206,209 , 
213 , 224 , 1935: 228 , 233 , 
SURPRISE/pre-war) 
1933: No. 83. G+ £3 .50 
THE THRILLER 
No. 27 Unidentified by Anlhony 
Skene.VG £5 .00 
No. 394 "Red For Dange r" by 
Evadne Price. Her only story in 
"The Thriller". £9.00 . 
No. 399 "River Rats" by Verner. 
Staple rust else VG £6 .00 . 
THE THRILLER copies@ £4 .00 : 
30, 33 , 34, 36, 38,46 , 63,83 , 90, 
90, 99, 102, 113. 125. 137, 148, 
151, 177.18 4 , 192. 196, 199, 
216, 228, 246,251 , 265 , 298 , 
324, 387, 413, 427.428 , 429. 
430 , 43 1, 432,433 , 434 , 437 , 
440 , 463,440 , 488 , 

TOPPER COMICS 
The fo llowin g are Near VG. V• 
or be tter, @ £4 .00: 1951 249 , 
1958: 260, 262,264; 265, 266, 
267.268 , 270,271 , 273 , 274, 
275 , 276, 277 , 279 , 281 , 297, 
1959: 320, 323, 324 , 1960: 362 
362 , 371, 378,408 , 196 1:416 . 
431 , 435 , 438 , 439 , 445, 446, 
WIZARD 
1933: 545 VG £7.00 , 553 VG 
£7.00, 1934: 598 G++ £6.00, 62 
VG- £6 .00, 1936 706 VG- £6.50 
1937 745 G £5 .50, 776 G £5 .50 
777 G· £4.00, 779 G+ £5.50, 
1938 :, 810 VG- £6 .00. 
1949 @£2 .50:1241, 1244 , 
1950s iss ues@ £2 .25 : 
1301, 1308, 1396, 1397, 1399, 
1552, 1627, 1683, 1686, 1688 

New W.E. John s edition publi shed in December by Norman Wri ght 

Desert Adventures 
An omnibus volume comprising 

The full length novel: Desert Night 
And the novell• length story: The Raid 

by W.E. John s 

Limited edition of 300 numbered copies (only 78 copies left) 

A quality 220 paged paperback with full colo ur cover art and black and white 
frontispi ece by Andr ew Skilleter 

Over 88,000 words of vintag e W.E. Johns 

Price £20.50 plus post and pack ing per copy : UK: £1.40, 
Europe: £2.40, USA/Can : £4.05, Rest/World : £4.35 

From: N.Wrlgh t, 60 Eastbury Road , Watfo rd , Harts . WD19 4JL 

£150.00 REWARD 
WANTED 

£150 .00 offered for a VG copy of the paperback Biggies Does 
Some Homework , I published a couple of years ago. If you have a 
copy you want to sell phone Norman Wright on: 01923 232383 
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J RE.MEMB ER by Bill Bradford 

I REMEMBER 
The Triumph was laun ched by Amalgamated Press on 18.10.1924, nearly 3 years 

after the arrival of rhe Champion , the lauer having ach ieved outstanding sales. The 
Triumph was che successor to Lhe short-lived Rocket, although it had IJtLle in common witb 
fame. D.C. Thomson had now become serious rivals witl1 the advent of Adve nture Ruver 
and Wi:,ard durin g 1921-1922. 

The Triumph was priced al 2d Lhroughour its 16 year s of publ.ication, the number of 
pages reduced from 28 to 20 over that period, app. ~i.ze 11 ih"x9". The cover colour 
chang ed evcra l times over the years but. lo me. Lhe Triumph essentially lu1d an orange 
backgro und and depicted an exci ting scene from a story withfo. 

My first purchase was in 1932 and l read it reg1.1larly until 1937. Tl was initially a 
great adve nture story paper with few school or sports taJes. Du1ing the early years it was 
greatJy influenced by tJie Pirst World War and featured many stories of fighting on land 
and sea and in tbc air. TJ1is had much appeal to my generation, whose fathers and uncles 
bad borne anns. Although these veterans rarely related tJieir experiences. all too anxious 
to forget, it was of much interest Lo ymmg readers. I still remember finding a grey Gem1an 
forage cap in our garage. When questioned my Father merely said '1 bayoneted a Boche 
and his cap fell at my feet so r pocke ted it". 

Of all the characters l followed over !he yea.rs. three arc outstanding in my memory. 
Black Chee tah. who was a Zulu chief strugg ling 10 rega in hi s kingdom. Mad Carew, an 
air ace of the R.F.C. who returned years later in peace-time advenl1JTes and was 
resun ec ted in 1940 to fight the Naz is in Norway. and the third . Victor Gaunt. a British 
agent upera ting in the KJ1yber Pass . Both Carew and Gaunt , each created by E.R. Home
Ga.lJ. were to appear in al least 2 book s (each) published by Spring Books around 1950/ 

The Champion Library . of 274 issues between 1929- J 940, containeli at least half of 
original stories from lhe Triu mph. 

The Triumph Annual. 1937-1941 is now compann i vely rare. 11 usually featured old 
friends from 1J1e 'weekly ' and all were, 1 think p1iced at two shil lings and nine pe11ce, 
against six_ shillings for the Champi on Annual, but the lauer comained more reading anti 
was printed on bellcr qualily paper. 

Free gifts were regular events and l particularly reca.11 picture cards of World War 
baules. This wouJli be in 1932. Imagine my deUgh1 at finding 96 of these a1 a recent 
Book Fair. but these proved to be gifts from L928/29 presented with lhe Triumph and 
Champion . Not having any of the later 'erics J cannot say if this was a duplication. 

(n order lO give you some LaSIC of tbe average contents of the paper I propose 
rev1cwing copies at a.bout 2 yearly intervals, which may revive memories for other 'olclies' 
of my gene ration. 

TRIUMT'H No. 1 - Week Ending 18.10,1924. 2d. Published every Tuesday I l W'x9" . 
Commenced with the usual Editor' s Chat, 2 cigarctle cards depicting motor cars would be 
give n weekly. for '16 weeks, and by saving coupons each week. you could obtain a free 
album 10 hold them. 
"Terrier Tex Strikes The City of Tb1ills' by Rtchard Dering. AJvcnrurcs in lndia ( 10 
pages). 
·Mascot Ted' by Ruper t H alJ. Tribu lati011s of u young footbaJJ fan (6 pages). 
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'The M.illion Dollar Pals ' by John Ascott. Cowboy s in Canada. (5 pages). 
'The Myster y Nick 0' Nowhere ' by Dick Shaw . Life of a hotel page (5 pages). 
Plu s a footbaU competi tion ro forecas t winners of 10 marches that Saturda y. Also ads. for 
Fry' s Chocolate Cream Monster Bar s at ld, and to join the Navy, if betwee n 15Vz-17: the 
latter sug gests that readers were not that young! 

TRIUMPHNo. 105. WIE 2 3. 10.1926 . Now 24 pag es . 
'Th e Job-Hunter s Work Overtime ' by John Asco tt. Advenrures in Mexico (8 pages) . 
' Buster Ban g Sho cks The Navy ' by John Gale. Boy report er visits the Na vy ( 4 page s). 
· A Di sgrace To Th e Fighting Fu ssies' by Herbe1t Macrae. Army post -war ( 4 pages). 
' Vengeance Of T he Sea H awk' by Dick Shaw. Tunisia11-bascd pirate s (4 pages). 
' Footb all Fo rbidd en' by John Whewa y. Conspira cy on the soccer field ( 4 pages ). 
Plus free phot o of internation al footba ller. One of 26 from Triumph/Champion . 

TRI UMPH No. 211 W/E 3. 11.1928. 
'Th ose Wide-awake Tenderfee t ' by Dick Shaw. Wild West adventur es (4 pages). 
·T he Team They Couldn 't Keep Down ' by Don ald Dan e. Sabota ge in the 2°d Divi sion (4 

pages). 
'KO .Troun ces Th e Toughs ' by Victor Nelso n. Thrill s in tl1e Box..ing Ring (4 page s). 
' Pirate Plunder ' by Cec il Fanshaw. Skull and Crossbone s ahoy! (4 pages). 
'Th e Happy-G o-Lucky Hik ers' by John Ascott. Fu n wjtb the non-sto p walkers (4 pages). 
'War Ha wks O'Flande rs ' by Rupert Hall. Wor ld War I in the air. (4 pages) 

TRI UMPH No . 311 . W/E 4.10 .1930. 
'Th e Race Without a Winner· by John Asco tt. Th1ill s of the Turf. ( 4 pages) . 
·Dare -De vils Of Th e Q PATROL ' by Edwin Dale. Am1ed stea mers v U.Boats (4 page s). 
·Th e Speedb oat Tra ckers' by Rupert Hall. Mysterie s afloat (4 page s). 
·Barred Fr om Mystery R anch ' by Cec il Fanshaw . Two pards v rustler s (4 pages), 
·Simply Crazy For Cycles' by Will Gibbon s. Laug hter pedalling (3 pages) . 
' Win-Or-Sma sh Sam son ' by Jack Stirling. Thrill s moto r racing (5 pages). 

TRIUM PH No. 416 W/E 8.10.1932 
·Steel Face' by Pat Hayes . Restoring a rightful kjng. in mid-Europ e (4 pages) . 
' Ga u.nt-Master Sp y' by Edwin Dale. Secret Serv ice in the Khyber Pass (4 page s) 
'T he Foo tball Tor eado rs' by Jac:k Maxwe ll , Briti sh socce r team in S America (41/2 pages ). 
·Young King Cole.' by Dougla s Dundee. Ex doorman beco mes Zu lu ruler (3 pages). 
·Boss of the Out lawed Leg ion' by Cecil Fan shaw . Fore ign Leg ion in revo lt (3 page s). 
'TI1.e Quick-Chmg e Ray' by Tom Stirlin g. Abilit y to chang e moods and emoti ons (3 
pages) . 
' Zcco and hi s Speedboa t Submruin e' by Herbert Ma crae. Thrill s at sea (3 page s). 

TRI UMPH No. 52 1. W/ E 12.10. 1934 
' Spy-Ca tchers Si lence' by Herbert Macrae. Age nt heh.ind German lines (3 pa ges). 
'Tich-The Arizona Flyer ' by Ce cil Fanshaw. Horse racing out West (3 pages). 
'Tee from the Jun gle· by Donald Dan e. Thrill s with a trave ll ing Circus (3 pages). 
' fnvi sible Charli e' by Tom Stir ling. Boy cau es invisibiJjty (3 pages). 
'Gera lclf by Ja ck M ax.well. A fictional Gariba ldi type rebe l (3 pages). 
' Skyway Crusoes ' by Rupert Hall. Actio n on lonel y Sahara a.irporr (4 page s) . 
·MjJJionaire Who Vanis hed' by Jack Maxw ell. A modern Wes tern series (4 page s). 
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TRIUMPH No. 626 W/E 17.10.1936 
'The One Wh eel Wonder ' by Donald Dane. Giant mechanise d wheel v crooks (3 pages) . 
' FLip's Flying Flea ' by Rupert Hall. Fun in a miniature aircraf1 (4 pages). 
·s ecret Agent 5' by Edwin Dal e. British spy in Flanders in Great War (3 pages). 
'Profes sor Pete' by Tom Stirlin g. Schoolboy inventor and his robot (3 pages). 
' Fight ers of Themin g-Fu Menace ' by Hal Wilton. Action in remote China (3 pages). 
' Captain Cleek -Salvage Boss' by Douglas Dundee. On and under the oceans (3 pages) . 
' Lord Jim ' by Frank Desmond . A touch of Sanders of the Ri ver ( 4 pages). 

TRIUMPH No. 729 W/E 8.1 O. l 938 
'Trailed by the Terror Tong ' by Rup ert Hall. FootbaJJers v Underworld (3 pages). 
'The Roving Speeds ters · by Torn Stir ling. Hjgh speed drama on racing bikes (3 pages). 
' GangsterG -Man Wan-en' by J . Lawso n. Undercove r Agen t v the Mob (3 pages). 
· Death Drum s of the Dark River ' by Jack Maxwell. Action in African lands ( 4 pages) . 
' Foes of the For bidden Fo rest ' by Stephen Thomson . Descen dents of Spanish settlers 
found in S. America (3 page s). 
·The Secret of the Lithping Man ' by Ha l Wil!'on. Insurance ln vestigator+va let (3 pages) . 
'SkybiJd Mechan ics ' by Pete r Garnett. Adve ntures at an Ae ro Club (3 pages) . 

TRJUMPH No. 814 WfE 25.5. 1940 Last issue. 20 pages 
·Pha ntom Squadron of Offaejo Fjord ' by Rupert Hall. Mad Carew in Norway (7 pages) . 
'Professo r Nemo 's Road Show ' . Anon. Modern Western (3 pages) . 
' Superman, the Physica l Marvel'. A1100 . Picture story (3 pages). 
'Tbe Boys of St. Jim 's' . Eno ugh said! 
' Sandu of the HlM ALA YAS' . Anon. Youngster v Indi an bandits (2 pages). 
'Peter Farrel v King of Crime' by Hal Wilton. Detective with a valet (3 pages). 

A relatively small announceme nt stated that the Triumph wou ld cease publicat ion 
from this iss ue, due to shortage of pape r pulp, bur that the Champion would continu.e to be 
published. Thi s tells us something about current sales! 

I need hardly tell most of you Lhat although the Gem ended in December l 939, it was 
then officia lly incorpo rated with the Triumph , but, alas, thi s merely meant a two to three 
page story of St fan s for 5 mon ths. 1 am 110 1 qualified to say whether these were original 
stories . 

Just a few words about some of the Triumph authors, or rather !heir pen names. 
Rupe n Hall and Edwin Dale were both E.R.Home-Gal l. one of che most prolific writer of 
boys' stories , who also created Colwyn Dane. Pat Hayne s and Jack Maxwe ll were Ernest 
L. McKeag , author of some 300 tales of Colwyn Dane. Donald Dane was D.M. 
Cumming-Skinner . John Ascot t was J.W. Bobin, who contr ibuted to the Sexton Blak e 
saga/mainly as Mark Osborne , with stories of George Marston Plummer. Tom Stirling 
was L.E. Ran some. write r of Cliff Hou se sto ries iJJ the School Friend 1924-1929. 

Mos t of the usuaJ arti sts illu strated over the years and I canno t think of any parti cular 
one that J assoc ia1e with this paper. As a lad r considered Triumph one of the most 
exciting 'wee klies'. Now look ing back through the years, I still rate it highly, espec.ially in 
the 1920s and until about 1935. but thereaf ter it deteriorated and tbe stories became ra1her 
light-we ight and similar to ma.uy of its competitors . 

* *** ** ** * ***** * ** ** ** * ********************** * * ** 
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PROCESSIONS AND SUCCESSIONS 
by Margery Woods 

There were many of tbc first down the years at Cliff House. A sprinkling of older 
girls, some very young ones, and more around tbe age of fourteen-- new blood for the 
Fourtl1 Form , naturally. to keep the flag of confljct flying. Some crept intO the great 
school' s portals with ill-concealed fear, some timidJy, some shyly, others bold.ly or 
defiantly , and some slyly, with dark motivations already working cunningly behj nd the 
outer facade of brand new uniforms in Cliff House's distinctive coiOUIS. 

The succession tended lO be much sparser. Service staff changed occasionally , new 
Maids came and went, some of whom might affect the Life and happiness of a particular 
pupil until finally unmasked, and the small est group of all consisted of new teaching staff. 
Occasionally a tyrannical dark star would explod e over Lhe school, sheddin g fear, even 
danger , over the hapless pupils ---altbough the Fourth were not exactly hapless once 
Barbara Redfern , the Jover of justice. got to work and those of lesser qualms, like Clara 
Trevlyn , Diairn Royston-Clarke and Rosa Rodwo1th decided to rebel. 

The Fourth Fonu' s first mistress in our time was Miss Bellew, installed by Frank 
Richards in the days of the MAG NET and retained by him when he wrote the introductory 
stories o f Cliff House for the launch of the new story paper SCHOOL FRIEND .in 1919. 
She was described as a kind-heart ed woman , though incLined to sarcasm at the expense of 
her pupil s. She took her fom, in English. History, Needlework and Nature Study. She was 
very just , and had wavy golden-brown hair and brow n eyes. 

She was succeeded by Miss Steel. She was a much sterner proposition I.ban her 
predece ssor. Doubtless she felt it necessary to match up lO her name. 

Bess ie---as indiscriminating a borrower of other people's possess ions as her brotber 
Billy-- once borrowed Miss Steel's mack and umbrella before venturin g out on a stom1y 
day to collect a bLrthday present for Mi ss Steel. Bessie was not clever at managing 
umbre llas in a gale and Miss Steel's umbrella, a new one, ended tip inside out crowning 
the top of a telegraph pole. 

Miss Steel was not plea sed. Blll her brother had j ust rurived, a gen tJe man. with 
disappointing news. Their mother had lost her memory seve ral years previously after a 
serious illness and had walked out one day and simply disappeared. Every so often they 
foJJow up reports of someo ne wbo could he the missing woman. onJy to be rusappointed 
yet again. 
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Despite Mis s Steel's stem manner Babs did not wish their teacher's birthday to go 
unrecognised and bad actually been to collect a specially embroidered sachet from an 
elderly lady io the village who was noted for her beautif ul hand iwork. It had not been 
quite finished and the lady had offered to bring it up to the school. Hence the walk through 
the stormy afternoon and Bessie's problems wiU1 the umbre lla. 

Meanwhile, the unkind practical jokers of the Fourth had got at the litUe heap of 
birthday gifts on Miss Steel's desk. Needless to say Marcia Lofws was responsible , and 
Miss Steel was distressed as well as angry. Then tbe old lady arrived with the beJated gift 
13abs had ordered. and of com se the long ann of coincide nce reached out and the old lady, 
whose memory was sti ll unsteady, proved 10 be Miss Steel's mother. There was such 
heartfelt joy, and Babs was shown an old faded piece of embroide ry bearing an identical 
pattern done by Miss Steel's mother , which she had treasured for years. Babs and Clara 
made it their main job of importance lo track down the joker and deal with her; Miss Steel 
also discovered the Lrulb and Marcia was punished . It was a while before she got up to 
any more of her spiteful mischief. Miss Steel's steely facade crumbled through Uus and a 
celebratio n tea was held. Bab s' thoughtfulness for olhers had brought great happiness yet 
again. 

The Fourth Formers were really quite fo1tunate in the successio n of mistresses whose 
misfortune it was to endeavou r to improve and extend their educational know]edge down 
the Cliff House years. 

Besides Uleir own form mistress other teachers attempted to impart other studies 
that were part of Ule cu rriculum. One of lhese was mus ic, song and dance. taught by a 
Miss Chantr ey who was very popular with the girls. She was bright and modem in outlook 
and rode a motor bike with sidecar in which she would g ive girls a lift if she encountered 
them in the area. Then in t11is three part series strange thing s began to happen and there 
were comp laint s Ulat Miss Chantrey had almost knocked down Gwen Cook, Ulen an old 
lady in the viJlage and run ove r Doris Redfem's pet dog. Then a stranger appeared, a girl 
called Jess ica Chantrey who claimed to be Miss Chantrey's cousin . She seemed diffident 
and chamu.ng but the girls overheard a heated exchange between the cousins with Mi ss 
Chantrey sta ting rbat not another penny would she give Jessica. Certainly it is difficult to 
under stand the change in mood by the usually pleasant teacher whenever Jes, ica decides 
to drop in on the classes. And the cla1ms about the reckless driving of Miss Chantrey are 
disturbing. Only Babs the percept ive wonders if the helmeted rider is actually the teacher. 
But the gl impsed number plates all tally as she tears along the lanes. 

Meanwhile the inevitable concert is being rehearsed to take part in a charity show at 
Court lield . By now lhe gir ls have split into the "fors" and "againsts " Miss Chantre y and 
disaster strikes as Babs and the performers are lleld up on the way to Lhe theatre, onJy to 
arrive as their rivals (who have been rehearsing with Jess ica) have usllrped lbe spot iJ1 the 
programm e. 

By now Babs is very suspicious of Jessica and detennined to discover Lhe truili . But 
there is much conflict and !rouble before Babs succeeds. Mi ss Chantrey is arrested and 
charged with reckless driving. She is suspended from her teaching post pending lier court 
case, and Jess ica is appointed to take her place. Fortunately another interest has been 
running conc urrently wiLh the musical activities and Mab s believes one of the snaps she 
has taken is rather interestiog , showing Miss Chantrey's motorcycle wirJ1om its number 
plate. While she hurriedly sets to work reprinting. the photo and film are destroyed - by 
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Jessica. Then anothe r came ra enthus iast believes she has the same scene caught by her 
camera. Babs and Co make sure that Jess ica doesn't get her hands on this camera and, 
when the film is developed sure enough one of the prints shows Jess ica changing the 
number plate s on Miss Chantrey's bike. So the mistress is cleared and her job restored . 
Jessica 's diffidence and charm have proved to be the mask Babs has suspected. Always 
determined to be someone spec ial but withou t the real talen t and willingness to work hard 
to achieve success, Jessica has always been jealous of her cousin and decides she'll have 
her job somehow. Thanks to Babs and the chums she fails . 

A similar ill-natured scheme threatened Miss Jane Matthew s, the nex t mistress to 
take over from Miss Steel. 

Miss Mat thews, affectionately known as Janey, is descri bed as being in her early 
twenties , attractive , with ches tnut hair and flawless skin and has come from Marsden 
School. So also have Gillian and a. third folitller just come into the Fourth called Winnie 
Mimms. Winnie is a horror , and thick as; thieves . with Helen Stone, another trouble -maker, 
and .loses no time in betraying Gillian's secrev, that she had left Marsden under suspicion 
of being a thief . Babs befr iends the likaoJe Gillian, who swears she was innocent, while 
Helen and Winnie attempt LO discredit Miss Matthews, threatening to tell Miss Primrose 
tha t she bas hidden this knowledge about the new gir l, who should never have been 
accepted at Cliff House . Miss Matthews bas attempted to keep Gillian's troub le secret 
because she believes her innocent but of course her silence could reflect on her new 
appointment to the Cliff House teaching staff . 

The same old plot . readers may think , but try thinking up an entirely new one not 
inspired by the basics of all fictiona l plots; jealousy , greed , spite , or the pursuit of power. 
It 's the way the old favouri te plots are dressed up , characteri sed and told that put the same 
old story over, and the A.P. team were all pretty good at that. 

But of course the chums sort everything out and the unpl easant Winnie proves to 
have been the rea l thief, and Helen Stone comes our of it all very badly. Why do the 
baddies never get expe lled while the good ies are pitched out 
the first time tbey put a foot wrong---o r are fram ed? 
Incidentally, al this time, during the run of the SCHOOL 
F'RJBND. Barbara is desc ribed having her hair bobbed in the 
new fashionable Dut ch Crop, like her favourite film star, 
and she seems to have bad a sudde n change of hair co lour 
from her usual ches tnut brown to a glossy blue-black! 

Miss Matthew s' worst time was to come later wben 
Cliff House was revived in THE SCHOOLGlRL and she 
was tlu·eatened with blindness. Fortunately her sigh t was 
save d amt eventua lly she departed to become head of 
another sc hool. 

Thi s led to the arrival of ano ther great favourit e of the • r., p O _ _ /. 
chum s; the much loved Valerie Cham1an 1. (Similar ring of V ., ~ "'-~ · 
name to the earlier Miss Cha ntrey .) 

Valerie Channant also had enemies. The powerful series featuring her cousin , Shaw 
Dennis , bas been documented in earlier issues of the C.D. The author. John Wheway , 
arguably broke new ground to introduce a drama based on the sheer evi l malevolence of a 
man against a womim. But. afte r much heartbreak , the defiant effort of the girls (Rosa 

41 



Rodworth in parti cular, and Jemima Carstairs) Shaw Dennis' rule of tyranny was broken 
and Mis s Channant was restored to her rightful place . She also suffered in another series at 
the hand s of girl from Canada, supposedly a sister but an impostor , until the genuine sister 
was found and arres ts were made: again , the money motive was behind it all. 

Only two more principal stalwarts of academia remain: the august head of CL.iff 
House. and th e redoubtable Miss Bumvant. Both were created and introdu ced by Frank 
Richard s in the early days of the MAGNET. He outlined the Bull as a very tough, 
masculin e female, to the point whe re she became a figure of fun-- see the very first story 
in the first issue of SCHOOL FRIEND in 1919. Many of these Characteristics remained all 
the way through the nm of SCHOOL FRIEND , but it must be remembered that the time of 
the chara cter' s inception, c irca 1908-9, coinc ided with the rise of the suffragettes ' 
campaign for the vote and women's rights. Miss Bullivant would have made an excelle nt 
and indomitable leader of the cause over the years needed to achieve their aims . Only I.he 
stro ngest women could survive the opposition ranged against them and many became 
figures of fun. 

Mi ss Primrose was not so sharply drawn, a bit prissy 
sp inster at tim es but strong enough to cause the Greyfriars 
masters to tread warily, especia lly as she was a friend of Dr. 
Locke. It was not until later when Cliff House came into its 
ow n in the SC HOOL FRJEND (hat the full cast of 
mistresses became estabHshcd . Miss Primr ose and tbe Bull 
then settle d in as what might be termed hardy perennials . so 
comp lete ly drawn that it becomes superfl uity to add 
anything further. Except for one aspect in the presentation. 

After SCHOOL FRIEND was establis hed and Frank 
Richards was returned LO concentrate o n the boys' schools' 
C liff Hou se was peuoed for a while by Horace Phillips. 
creator of Morcove , then by Reg Kirkham and L.E. -P. '"f' ~ 
Ransome, both of whom we re strong on comedy, perhaps --- -
even more than drama. There were then some very humorous episodes in which Miss 
Bullivant featured. A camping holiday in particular. The disgust of the gi rls when they 
discovered that she was to jo in them can scarcely be compr ehended. The girls were much 
addicted to ragging in those days and fun of the girls-will -be-boys variety stiJl colo ured 
much of the w1it ing as the transition of the style written fo r boys about boys--and enjoyed 
by the ir sis te rs- -se ttled down to storie s about girls in the first storypaper especia lly 
ta ilored to girls' tastes. But when SCHOOL FRfEND was remodeJled as THE 
SCHOOLGIRL and Cliff House was revived in the very early thirties, there was a change 
of style in the depiction of the mistresses. They were allowed to beco me more human and 
to have probl.ems and traumas in their personal Lives, as did the rest of the populat ion. 
Wheway was respon sible for this trend and perhap s b.is greatest study was that of Mis s 
BuJLivant becoming a vicrim of moral bJack.maiJ by a schoolgirl, and anotl1er schoo lgirl 
being the instrument of resolving near tragedy i.n her life as well as lhat of her brother. It 
took quite a bit of author-skill to put over the picture of the uear-tyrannkal Bull colJuding 
with ber own pup ils in secreting and supplying food to her brother , an escapee from 
prison , until the efforts of Babs brought an end to the need for collusion. 
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Afterwards, the Bull reve rted to her usual stem , 
unbending self but she did not forget what she owed to 
Barbara Redfe rn who had play ed so impo rtant a part in 
establishing the innocence of Grant, so wrongfully 
impri soned for anot her man's misdeeds. The insight s and the 
pa st events that had mad e the charac ter what she was were 
skilfully drawn and showed that despi te her strengt h and 
belligerence she was as much a victim of circumstances as 

any of her pupils. J 
Cliff H ouse also suffered seve ral tyrants when Miss / 

Primrose was either ill or ca lled away for some reason. 1.1 8 ·~ I 
Th ese episodes served to make the girls appreciate the true /I'~. £ · . ,.IJ,v. 
worth of their headmistress. No school co uld have wish ed for better. 

Sadl y the procession and the successio n have ended and the door s of Cliff House 
almost closed- --but not comp letely, as long as the spirits and lau ghter of all those great 
chan1cte rs live in our memories . Long may they do so. 

STORIES QUOTED IN THIS ARTICLE 
Miss Steel 
The Best Gift of All (autho r not known ) 

Miss Chantrey 
The Mystery of Miss Chantrey 
The Fourth Fom1 Ballet 
The Secret of the Snapshot. 

Miss Matthew s 
Because She Feared Exposure 
Not Wanted at Cliff House 
On The Brink of Expu lsion 

Mi ss Bullivant 
Babs' New Term Task ) 
With Babs and Co To Aid Her ) 
Babs Must Find a Way ) 

Miss Charmant 
Her feud Agains t Her Sister ) 
Forced To Defend a Thief ) 
The Sister She Could Not Claim ) 
Celia Charmant' s Secret ) 

Miss Charmant 
New Ru.le at Cllff House ) 
When the form Rebelled ) 
Rosa Rodworth's Bargain ) 
1'heir peril on Belwin Island ) 
When Bessie Bunter Blund ered ) 

SCHOOL FRIEND 269 1st seiies. 

(author not traced ) 
SCHOOL FRIEND 134 to 136 1' 1 series. 

by E.L. Ransome 
SCHOOLFRIEND 131,132,133 
2"d series 

by J. Whew ay 
SCHOOLGlRL 216 , 217 , 218 

by J. Whew ay 
SCHOO LGIRL 268,269,270 , 271 

by J. Whew ay 
SCHOOLGlRL 293, 294, 295, 296. 297 

******************************************* *** ** 
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THE SHAP E OF THINGS TO COME 
The Histor y of the Picture Strip in D.F. Thomson 's 'Big Five ' 

Part S - Adventure - A Preamble 1921-1946 by Ray Moore 

Launched on Sept 17Lh 1921 'Adventure' was D.C. Thomson's pioneer boy's story 
paper and, in time , would become the big brother of the publ isher's renowned 'Big Five' . 
The eldest but never quite the favourite son and, regardless of its own enthusiastic 
dall iance with the genre, curiously the one, save war-time casualty 'Skipper', that 
bequeathed the least to the boy's picture strip titles that were to follow in terms of 
characte rs and storyli nes. 

'Adventure's' firs t editor was the gifted sports writer David Grimmond who was 
draf ted in from the firm's sports paper 'The Sporting Post' fro m whence he arrived with ace 
detective D ixon Hawke in tow. Hawke having first appeared in 'The Sporting Post's' 
earlier incarna tion 'The Saturday Post' in April 1912 in a case titled 'The Great Hotel 

Mys tery'. 
David Grimmond (1889-1972) was, himself, quite a remarkab le man, possessed of 

both tremendou s energy and good humour garnered in equal measure from his own not 
inconsiderab le sporting prowess and the deep religious faith that was the mainstay of his 
life. A faith that saw him, four years after his retirement in J 960, and after having served 
52 years in vario us editorial and journal istic posts al Thomsons . became a.n ordained priest 
in the Scott ish Episcopal Church. 

As it turned out David Grimmond remained in charge of 'Adventure' for only eight 
years, a mere gnat-bite by Thomson boy's paper editoria l standards. until, in 1929, his 
editorial career took an entire ly different direction when he accep ted the same position on 
Thomson's magazine -cum-newspaper 'TI1e Topical Times'. His replacement at the helm of 
'Adventure' being his chief sub on the paper since its incept ion Stuart Gilchrist, he in turn 
then editing the paper for U1e next twenty years, most tellingly being in charge during the 
war-torn 1940s . 

As was U1e case in untold numbers of offices and factories across the .length and 
breadth of Britain in the early months of World War Il the D.C. Thomson editorial dept in 
Dundee saw itself sorely depleted of those younger members of staff who felt constrained 
co leave thei.r desks and do their bit. 

Consequently this loss of staff meant that, for the duratio n of the war, some editorial 
posts at Thomson' s were simply shoe-homed together and so it was that 'Adventure' editor 
Stuart Gilchr ist also became editor of 'The Beano' in 1940. His initial workload on the 
two papers was somewhat eased by thei.r tumbling page counLS lhanks to the war-time 
paper shortages and ultimately, in 1941, by the introduction of the fortnightly publishing 
scheduJes tbal saw 'Adventure' publ ished one week and 'The Beano ' the next. 

This editoriaJ duality makes it interesting to speculate how much Stuart Gilchrist's 
editorship of 'Adventure ' coloured his 'accideOLal' editorship of 'The Beano' in those war 
years and indeed how much bis edi torship of 'The Beano' influeuced bis editorial decisions 
on 'Adventure' during the war and after. 

For example Stuart Gilchrist and his former boss Da vid Grimmond had botb been 
early champions of the work of Dudley Watkins with Lhe a1ti st's first work for Thomson's 
having actually appeared in 'Adventure' in 1925. The editorial pair. suitably impressed, 
then using the artist' s burgeoning talent extensively from that point on, not only in the 
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pages of 'Adventure ' but al so in the page s of 'Topi cal Tim es' which David Grimmond 
ed ited throughout the 1930s. 

This being the case it certai nly comes as no surprise to find Watkins being given a 
large catal ogue of work for 'The Beano' throug,hout Stuart Gilchrist's tenure as editor and 
in parti cular his first attempt s at wlmt would becom e one of his specialit ies, the adventure 
strip . Some of the strips in question. and most notably, 'Tbe Shipwrecked Circus' and 
'Strang th e Terr ible' both owe their origins lo prose story seria ls in 'Adventu.re' in 1928 and 
1936 respective ly. 

Within months of becoming editor of 'The Beano' S tuar t Gilchrist had abandon ed 
the tradi tional sing.le _picture cover on his other editorial charg e 'Adventure' in favour of a 
front cove r feature page, the first of which 'Would You Believe It?' [No 992 (2/ 11/40)] 
was draw n by Jimmy 'Kork y the Cat' Cr ighton . These comi caUy informative feature 
cove rs then re mainin g 'Adventure' s' banner -head regula.rs until 'Sleepyheads and Balmy 
Bed s' in Aug 1946 [No 1166 (24/8/46)]. 

The artwork for these featu re covers was fann ed out as usual amongst the available 
staff illustrator s, and artists such as Jac k Gordon and Jack Glass did their fair share but, 
if available. for the most part they we.re the work of another of Stuart Gilchrist's 
favourite arti sts Jack Prout , the editor also havin.g taken to using Prout as frequen tly as 
he was able in the pages o f 'The Beano ' too. All things cons idered, it is quite likely 
the refore that St uart GiJchris t would have been happy Lo continue with the feature cove rs 
on 'Adv enture' had not Jack Prout been whisked away for what were then considered , and 
indeed proved to be, more important dutie s. 

Sin ce November 1944 Jack Prout had been drawing the headjng block spot 
illu stration s to accompany the 'Black Bob' stories in 'The Dandy' and in the summer of 
1946 it wa s dec ided rhat the pro se adventures of the 'Dandy Wonder Dog ' thus far 
expounded in that paper wou ld make a rather nice basis for a half page pictu.re strip in yet 
another of Th omson's tabloid magazine -ctun-newspape rs 'The Weekly News' and, desp ite 
having ve ry limit ed experience with the form, Jack Prout was given the job of il1ustrating 
rJ1ese -picture strip adventures too. 

Jn fact up rill this point the only picture st·rip that Jack Prout bad contrib uted to was 
the firs t serie s of 'The Shipwreck ed Circus' in 'The Beano', under the guidance of Stuart 
Gilchrist, which he had taken over from Dudley Watk ins for the closing episodes in 1943 
[Nos 2 13-221). And, meticulous illustrator thougb he was , Jack Prout's sing le failin g as 
an adventure strip artist turn ed out LO be one of speed, o r rathe r his lack of it and , as a 
result of thi s and his new commi tme nt for 'The Weekly News', Lhis meant that he couldn 't 
ca.rry on pro vid i.ng the a.rtwork for the feature cove rs on 'Adventure'. 

Th e loss of his favourite featu.rc artist thu s left Stuart Gilchr ist with th.ree choices, 
he could continu e the feature cove.rs with a different arti.st or artists, he could revert back 
to the singl e picture covers of the pre war years or he could try something new, maybe 
someth ing that he'd learnt in his six years as stand-in edi tor on 'The Beano' . His tenure in 
cha.rge of the comic had just ended with the Tetum of the origina l 'Beano' editor George 
Moonie after six years service with the Royal Marine s. 

In the end Stuart Gilchrist 's solution was to go with the last of these th.ree choices 
a:nd so it was that, excepting a singl e pictu.re strip series o n the rea.r cover of the pre wa.r 
pages of 1To e Skipper', LSee CD No 650] 'Adventure' became the fust of the Thomson 
boy's story papers to run a reguJar pictu.re strip and, not only that , to give it pride of place 
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on the front page. 'The Human Eagles' [ 1 J 67- 1178) when it appeared starting a trend that 
would , amongst other things , literally change the face of 'Adventure' for the rest of its 
publi shing life and, although it may have been a long time coming, herald the beginning of 
the end for the Thomson boy's story papers. 

***************** * ************** ** ************** 

THE LIVING IMAGE 
by 

DEREK HINRICH 

I have never seen any of the silent films of the adventures of Sexton Blake , though I 
have seen portraits of some of the actors who portrayed him and I believe that some of Mr 
Langh orne Burton's perfonnances used to be available for screening on 8mm home 
projectors but no-one I have known has bad them. l have , however , seen the 
interpretations of aU three actors who have played the part since the advent of the sound 
film, 

Of the three , l suppose Geoffrey Too ne most closely resembled the portrait of the 
Blake of his day, if only because pen and ink sketches of him replaced the earlier "official 
portrai t" of the "new look'' Blake on the inside covers of the Sexton Blake Library issues 
of the 3r:d or, if you prefer , 4th series after the release of Murder at Site Three based on W 
Howard Baker's Crime is My Business (SBL3/408). Unfortun ately it is over forty years 
since I saw this film and I recall linJe, if anything , of it. J wish some TV channel from 
which J might record it, wou ld put it on one day, even if only in the smaJI hours of the 
rooming' 

The earliest of the three to play Blake, George Curzon. d id so three times. One of 
these, Sexton Blake and the Hooded Terror, based on "Pierre Quiroule' s" Mystery of No 13 
Caversham Square (SBL2/569) has been shown on Channel 4 several times and is 
prese rved in the National Film Archive. Curzon's Blake is brisk, alert, and dapper. He 
gives an accomplis hed performance but he does not closely resemble Eric Parker's 
definitive portraits of the Blake of the Golden Age. The film is a jolly little thriller wit11 
Blake engaged in a desperate, non-stop , no holds barred strugg le with an internatio nal 
criminal conspiracy called the Black Quorum , led by a mysterio us arch- villain called the 
Snake. The ac1or cast as Tinke r is saddled with some rather excruciating "humour" in that 
curious tradition of "B" pictures, that a detective's assistant must be a bonehead to inject a 
Little Ughr relief into the story. Quiroul e's tale is modified lO enlarge the villain's part (he 
only appears briefly in the latter part of the novel) to give Tod Slaughter something to get 
his teeth into. There is not much mystery about the identity of the master criminal (well 
with Tod Slaughter in the cast who do you think it's likely to be?), and there is one rather 
inconsequential sGene where the vi llain and his henchmen sit round a table talking for 
some before putting on their hoods a la Ku KJux Klan. TI1e sequence in the gambling 
room is, however. ingenious and reminiscent or some of the bizarre t0uches in the later 
television Series, The Avengers. 

As the story is adapted from a nove l by Pierre Quiroule . it is inevitab le that Granite 
Grant. the King 1s Spy, should appear in it. So he does, in the person of David Farrar in his 
first screen role and if To<l Slaugh ter's pare is written up, so the King's Spy's is written 
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down and he does not reapp ear, as in the book, after the first despe rate moments. Never 
mind, for Farrar's tum was to come. 

In I 944 and 1945 Farrar played Se,xt0n Blake in his first two starring ro]es in a pair of 
films, Meet Sexton Blake and The Echo Murders. Like Blake's previous appearances, these 
were seco nd features. 

Now none of the films l have mentioned is available on video release in this country 
but oddly enough these two - it mu st be said - fairly obscure films have been released on 
tape in the USA, and I have been fortunate enough to view them on my current record er 
which seems to be able. to play American tapes reasonably. 

Before watching them I consulted David Quinlan' s Briti sh Sound Films The Studio 
Years 1928-1950. From this I learn t tbat Meet Sexton Blak e and The Echo Murders were 
"from characters by Harry Blyth", which seemed to be going back a bit! I knew that the 
Sexton Blake Index identified The Echo Murders as being taken from The Terror of 
Tregarwith by John Silvester (SBL 3/47) but no attribution was given in the Index for The 
Echo Murders. Then I saw in Quinlan that the cast of characters included Superintendent 
Vernier, so ] realised that the film must be taken from something by AnLbony Parsons. 1 
soon fo und that it was based on The Mystery of the Free Frenchman (S.BL 2/741 ). The 
film follows the book fairly closely wilh the exception that one of the subsidiary villains is 
an agent of the OGPU, an earlier name for the KGB (though L'm not sure that this was the 
one in use in 1941: the initials, and whatever they stood for, changed several times over 
the years) . As the Soviet Union was our gallant ally by the time the film was made, 
aspersio ns of this type could not be countenanced. The plot was a murky business (so was 
the film , quite literally , for the first ten minutes or so, which took place at nlgbt by the 
Thames in the black-out ju London during an air-raid) involvin g dealing and double 
dealing and enemy agen ts after the fommla for a new alloy to be used in a ircraft 
construction , and the machination s of 1hat stand-by of the British thriller in the inter war 
year s, the international arms magnate (shades of Sir Basil Zaharoff!) making a rather late 
in the day appearance in such a story: there were far more real and potent villains abroad .. 
One puzzle I found in the book was that several of tbe characters flew direct from 
Switr1.;erland to London in 1941. Would the Luftwaffe have allowed this? 

The Echo Murd ers also adhered closely to its original, The Terror of Tregarwith , 
with one extraordinary exception. TI1e character of Tinker , who bas a substantial pan to 

play in tbe book , is entirely omitted from die adaptat ion! Not quite Hamlet without the 
prince. perhap s, but certainly a loss . The novel was con cerne d witl1 a fiendish plot by 
German sp ies and fifth columnists to establish a secret advanced base or beach-head , for a 
Gennan invasion of this country using a Comish tin mine whose workings connected wilh 
sea -caves, but first they have Lo close lhe tin mine down and much dirty work is necessary 
to achieve that first ste p. There is aJso a convoluted melodramatic subplot concerned with 
blackmail, a forced marriage, and the ownership of the mine itself. The reader certain ly 
got full vaJue for his seven pence halfp enny in I 941. 

Both films were strenuou s spy thrillers with rather florid plots and a reaso nabl e 
com petence for the first half of tbe o ld-fashioned weekly double-billed programme of tbe 
'Forties, with casts drawn from the staple list of chara cter actor s and actresses tha t 
reguJarly provid ed tbe support ia British films of the time. Tbey were both directed by 
John Harlow , who was responsible for a number of enjoyable bur unmemorabl e 
melodramas in that decad e. 

48 



David Farrar made a very acceptable Blake, rather more viri le than eithe r of the other 
two and I think he would almost certainly be my choice of the three for the most suitable 
personifi cation of Our Hero, though I would like to have another look at Geoffrey Toone 
before giving a final opin_ion on that point. Toone must have been the oldest of the three 
when he playe,d the part: Murd er at Site Three was made in 1958 and I remember him as 
an army or territorial officer in the 1939 fi lm version of Guy Dumaurier's hoary old war
scare play about an invasion of Britain , An Englishman 's Home. 

Farrar , however , was thirty-six at the time , ju st the right age by a consensus of the 
Go lden Age authors and rus features were suj tably aquil ine in the mann er approved by 
Park.er, whose portraits he close ly resembled (though his hair was a shade wavy). He wore 
a polka -dot dressing gown. however , whkb looked rather more Noel Coward than Baker 
Street, and be tended to smoke a Ropp cberrywood pipe , which is rather more Holmes 
(who smoked clay s, briars , and cherrywoods at different Limes - when be was not 
indul'ging in cigars and cigaret tes) than Blake {who remained steadil y faithfuJ to briars -
when he was not indulging in cigars and cigarette s). How heroicall y these heroes smoked 
in days gone by! 

****************************************** *** *** 

COMICS, STORYPAPERS, THE MAGNET AND ME 
by Eric Baines 

I discovered the Magnet at the age of ten when the daughter of a friend of my father's 
gave the copy dated 2nd July 1932. the second story in the Green Satchel series. l did not 
read the first story until much later. 

I immediately became hooked (as we wouJd not have said in those days) and had it 
deli vered every Saturday until Ma y 1940 when the new sagent gave me the news that it had 
ceased to be pub lished. 

I had been a keen reader from the time I learned to read at home using a large 
Alphab et book and Chi cks' Own . In due cou rse I moved on to Chip s, Comic Cuts , 
Rainbow , Bubbl es and My Favourite . Reading Jed me to other interests such as the story 
of Robin Hood when I came across it in the BubbJes picture strip. 

At the age of 8 I discov ered the Thom son 4: Adventure , Wizard , Rover and Skipper. 
(No Hot spur then). Our small gang of 4 or S boys pooJed our pennies and bought all 4 
each week and swapped them around thus getting eight pennyworth s for tuppen ce eac h. 
We referre d to those story pap ers as 'boo ks' to distingui sh them from comics , un\jke some 
journ aJists who appear to think all paper s for children are comics. 

We thriJled to adventu res of the E lectr ic Shadow, the Black Sapp er and Dixon Hawke 
and his ass istant Tommy Burk e and the Wolf of Kabul with Chung and Clicky-ba. WhiJe 
continuing to read the Th omson papers through the early and middle Thirt ies, 1 seldom 
bot1ght any of them, mainl y acquirin g throu gh 'swaps '. [ reca ll a couple of series called 
Britain Invaded and Brit ain at Bay in, r believe, the Rover. The invader s were referred to 
as Mongols and Chans, aJthough they were clearly Chinese and Japane se . Another story in 
one of the Thomson paper s was about an Lnca with some kind of giant burning glass but I 
do not recal l any detai Is. 
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The Magnet remained my favourite 'book' and had the approval of my Father who 
recall ed reading it before the Gr eat War. Harry Whart on, with whom he shared a 
Christ ian name , was his favour ite character. He also remember ed reading about a trio 
ca lled Jack, Sam and Pete as wetl as Sexton Blake . As the Sexton Blake Library was sti ll 
go ing strong 1 dec ided to try it and bought about one a month which I was able to 

exchange w.ith a friend for bi s copy. Occasionally I took the Schoo lboys Own Library but 
pre ferre d to spe nd 4d when I had spare cash on the Sexto n Blakes. I encountered Nelson 
Lee and Nipp er, Handfort b and Co . in th.e Schoo lboys Own Library but never read enough 
of them to become really inte reste d. In recent years by acqui ring some Lees at Book Fairs 
and from Colin Crewe, I have found them in their own way as good as Hamilton's 
charact ers and Edwy Searles Brook es certainly had a way with a story. 

Sexton Blak e was not the first detective I read about. The English Master being cal led 
away, the bead came in, distributed copies of the Adventur es of Sherlock Holmes, told us 
10 read and keep quiet. 

I was eu thralled as were the others and the onJy sounds that were made were by 
turning page s. Cr ime storie s have remained favourites. Th e first Sexton Blake had George 
Marsdon Plumm er and Vali Mata-YaJi as Blake's opponent s. Later I read, Sexton Blake 
versus Raffl es which led me to Hom ung 's original Raffles Books. I came across the Sai.nt 
in the Thrill er and subsequently read all Charteris pre-war books. During the war I came 
across Dashi e l Hammett's hard-b o iled thrillers and Raymond Chandler's l'hilip Marlow. 
However, I neve r lost interes t in Sexton Blake, and particul arly liked G.H. Teed and Gwyn 
Evan s. 

Follow ing the green Satchel series, 1 enjoyed rhe Egyptia n series. A fter the Egypt 
series , I rebelled with Harry Whart on, cruised with Bunter and spent Christmases at 
Wharton Lod ge . J particu larly liked Bunter and the Myste ry of Wharton Lodge, and Lord 
Bunter of Raynham Castle. I thought the Texax series rath er odd; the action and advent of 
the R.io Kid totally anachronistic. Such a character belonged to Lbe 19111 Century. 

Never having beard of the first South Seas Soames series and having no memories of 
it to comp are with 1he 1938 ser ies , 1 found that enjoyab le. I also liked the Water Lil y 
series. J did no t care for the Lamb series and felt it went oo for roo long. That an alleged 
first class p rivate detect ive should spend many weeks pu rsuing one burglar, and in war 
rime, when rhere would be many other cases to work on , did not make much sense. Jt 
made Locke appear to be thoroughly incompetent, espec ially as the Bounder cracked lhe 
case in the end. l remembe r saying to my brother that they should have called Sexton 

Blake. 
I thought the abrupt ending of the Magnet was rather odd. The Thomson papers kept 

going-- i t would not have been du e 10 a sudden shortage of newsprint. 
J think the Magnet was losing readers and they decided to cut their losses . 
A featu re of the 30s was the large number of annuals on sale at Christmas; each with 

a distinctive cover and chara cter, unl_ike tbe not very inspiring ones of the post-war year s. 
Where I lived in the Coloe Valley of Yorkshire , the Coo ps displayed annual s in the 
drapers 1 shop window s, and we used to go along when they made their appearance and 
look them over. It was after T sta rted taking the Magnet that I looked for the Holiday 
Annual. At 6 shillings it was m ore expens ive than the annua.ls l had had at previo us 
Christmase s. l was fascinated by the large size and cost of the Chums annual which was 
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l2/6d. They made a fine colourfu l display and remaioed a feature of Christmases until the 
war. l went to have a nostalgic look when on my first peacetime leave in 1945 but aonua ls 
were no longer there. 

By 1933 I persuaded my father that the Holiday Annual, aow reduced to 5/-, was 
good value, and so from then until 1930, it was the present l most looked forward to. My 
brother was conten t with one of the Thomson annuals--be never cared for schoo l sto ries. 

From about the time of the Stacey series I began to save my Magnet s and kept them 
in a box in my room for re-reading at intervals. 

A keen cinema-goer, I bought Boy's Cinema whenever it featured films I had 
particularly enjoyed, they were mainly adventu re films: Bill Bradford 's article in 
September C.D. struc k a chord: I too recall Sanders of the River, Lives of a Bengal 
Lancer, G. Men , Ch ina seas A Tale of Two Cities, Last of the Moh icans and Beau Geste. 
Some of these fi 1 ms led me to read the books on which they were based. So l came to read 
all Edga r Wallace's Sanders books. P.C Wren's foreign legion books, and Fenimore 
Cooper's Jeatherstocking ta les. Dickens I read at school: along with a Tale of Two Citjes, I 
got through David Copperfiel d, Great Expectations, Nicholas Nickleby , A Christmas 
Caro l and Olive r Twis t. 

A favouri te book at 7 years, was the first hard bac k, proper book I eve r read; an o.ld 
Sunday School prize of my father's called "Under Wolf e's Flag". Th is disappeared during 
a house mo ve, and I have unavai lingly sought a copy for years. 

1 encountered William in the pages of my grandmothers 'Happy Mag' and acqu ired 
WiJljam books wheneve r someo ne would buy me one. 

I saved all the book s I ever acqu ired, and kept them in my box and bookcase. 1n 
addition to the ones already mentioned were some Safot books, some P.G Wodehouse 
books, includfog some 3 or 4 dust jac keted first editio ns (now apparently wo1th thousaod s 
of pounds ). 

In a stall in Hudd ersfie ld's fine two storey Victo rian market, demolis hed some years 
ago by official cou ncil vandals, to the rage oflan Nairn, the architectural writer, there was 
a stall with back- numbers, and large numbers of American comics, I bought them when I 
had spare cas h: King Comi cs, which had Flash Gordon , very well clrawo. Tjp Top comics 
which had Tarzan, als<> well-drawn, and Famou s Funnjcs. r saw one of the last advertised 
in Exchange and Mart and rang to enqurre the price , about ten years ago . I could nol 
believe what was bci ng asked-over £70. The ones I bought back in the 30s went ioto my 
box when T'd read Lhcm. 

When l went into the RAF in the Autumn of L940, l looked forward to having plenty 
of nosta lgic readi ng matter when on leave. but when I arrived in the summer of 1941, l 
discovered the box and bookcase were in the same state as Mother Hubbard's cupboard. 
My brolber had taken the lot for salvage. along with my cherished-collection of ciga rette 
cards. the fruits of a collecting habit whic;h started with the 1930 Playe r's cricketers set. 

So Greyfriars passed ou1 of my life until ear ly in the 1950s when I came acro ss rhe 
Post-war books . I borrowed them from the Red-C ircle library but feJt they were not quite 
Uke the Magnet storie s-too much Bunter, I. felt! l o 1952, I found in Woolworth' half a 
dozen Goldhawk St. Jiru's books which 1 quite liked. 

At a church jumbl e sale in 1961, my daughter. who had a taste for the Bunrer and St 
Jim's books, bought a I 926 Ho liday Annual for the princely sum of sixpence (2V:ip today). 
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One December looking for books for Christmas present s, she called my attention to 
the Howard Baker edition of The Courtf1eld Cracksman, which of course was new to me. 
So not on ly did I replace all the Magnets I'd lost but a great many more of whose existenc e 
I'd known nothing . I've also rep laced all my Holiday Annuals plus others and now have 
all of them , some originals, some Baker reprint s, along with the Bakers 1973 to 1986 and 
the three St Frank s and St Jim's books and some Sexton Blake s and S.B.L.s plus the 
Nelson Lee 's previou sly mentioned. 

I first began to buy books and papers from Norman Shaw in the early 1980s. In about 
1991 he included the f.irst copy ofSPCD I'd ever seen. As a result I got in touch with Mary 
Cadogan and have been a devoted reader ever since Apr il 1992. What a fine job she is 
doing in keeping up the standa rd set by l-lerbert Leckenby and Eric Fayne. Having 
acquired many back numbers I can sec how well Mary has done i.n maintaining that 
standard . 

* **** ** *** * **************** ***** **************** 

BOOK NOTES 
by MARY CADOGA N 

FOR LA DI ES ONL Y: EVE'S FILM REVIEW, PATHE CINEMA 1921-33. By Jenny 
Hamme.rtoo. (Publi shed by The 
Projection Box, 12 High Stree t, I 
H astin gs , Eas t Sussex, TN34 3EY.) 

Many of us remember Pat be ,.j 16) 
films with affection, particularly th e 
Pathe Pic1orials. Thi s book features 
their films, or Cinemagazi.nes, intended 
mainly for women audiences - Eve 's 
Film Review . J suppose I was just too 
young to be a mm-goer duri ng the 
period when this movie-mag was 
popular, but I'm sure, from Jenny 
Hammert on 's book, that I would have 
greally enjoyed it. She writes with zest 
and affect ion. but provides a wealth of 
detail imd fascinating information 
which ha s social significance as well as 
entertainment va lue. As the author 

ALL 
ABOUT 
EVE ... 

says "Some seve nty-odd years after they were made. the f.ilm s still have the power co 
entertain , charm, amaze and infom1". (How one wishes to see them now - either in the 
cinema, or on the TV screen!) 

Fash ions, hobbies, beauty hint s., domestic tips, family matters, keep-fit and cabaret 
acts all are featured, and the book's well chosen iJJustrations are a nostalgic delight. 
Wl1ether a g ir l wishes to learn to dance Lhc Charleston, or to prevent the development of a 
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doub le chin, Eve's Film Review could cater for her . Women wiJJ find this book intriguing 
- some men too, I imagine . 

f 't1t'/1j/l Y/111.-: / 1'111/ lft •tf /11; 1/II tl/lJl/1• -

l'lw St,ns t\ s J lw y !\ rL' - Mi-,s liw ly n l .,1y l' 

DESER T ADVENTURES by Captai n W.E. J ohn s (pu blished by Norm an Wright, 60 
Eastbur y Road , Watfo rd , Herts, WD19 4.JL. Price £20.95, plus postag e, see page 33). 

Norman Wright 's series of finely produced reprints of books by W.E. Johns 
continues with this two-for -the-price-of-one issue. It comprises the 1935 novella , The 
Raid, and the 1938 full-length nove l, Desert Nig ht. Both have desert settings, and it is 
interesting to see how Johns has expanded and developed one theme from the short to the 
longer book . Like most authors he knew a good idea, and was always happy to recycle it. 
with variations. 

Each of Lhe stories has a thornughJy British hero who. with lots of flair and derring
do , saves the day for his king and country, and. in the process , rescues (wbile appearing to 
abduct!) a fa.nciable female who would, without his i.ntervention fall vict im to the ·'worse 
than death'' designs of a foreign and ruthless anti-British schemer. 

Johns was fascinated by the Arabian Desert and he gives compe lling description s of 
its power, menace and strange beauty in these storie s. Action and suspense, however, are 
the keynote , thoug h the romance. which is Lhrown in for good measure , works well too. A 
jolly good read, at more than one level, to set loose our imaginations. This is a numbered, 
limited edi tion so don 't delay if you want to order a copy . 
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Andrew Skillet er' s fro nrispiece 10 Dese rt Ad ventures 

CHILDR EN AT WAR: FROM THE FrR ST WORLD WAR TO Tiffi GULF by 

Kate Agn ew and Geoff Fox (Continuum £14.99) 
Thi s is one of a series of books which focus on 'Co ntemporary Classics of 

Children 's Literature'. However. its range is wide, and, as weU as classic and serious 

books for children about various aspects of war, it looks at comics. story-papers, series anti 

other popu lar books. 
Fir st we have an ove1view of the whole period indicated by ll1e book's sub-title. 

Then a chapter explores the j uvenile literature of the First World War and two further 

sections deal with books, comics etc. of the Second World War. These chapters provide 

fairly substantial texrual quotations so that, 10 an extent, the books and stories under 

consideration speak for tbemselvcs. An interesting appro ach to the Second World War 
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fictioo is that one chapter surveys it from the point of view of the Uruted Kingdom and 
North America. while another looks at it from the viewpoint of mainland Europe. 

It provides a great deal of food for thought, as well as some intriguingly nostalgic 
moments. (For instance , we find mention of and/or quotation s from Frank Richard s, 
Richmal Crompton, W.E. Johns , Elinor Brent-Dy er's Chalet School Series and the stories 
of Dorita Fairlie Bruce as well as papers such as the B.O.P., Captain , Gem, Magnet, 
Beano , Dandy and others. Whether or not one agrees with all of its conclusions, it is a 
scholarly but very readable survey. A few pictures, however, would have been welcome 
to convey and enhance the many moods which are expressed. 

FINE REPRINTS FROM GIRLS GONE BY 
The appeal of many children' s authors spreads across the generations and it is good 

to know that the enterprising publi shing company Girls Gone By is continui ng to reprint 
favourit e books by several popular writers . lo their recent batch of attractive publication s 
we find one of Elsie Jeanette Oxenham 's charismatic ' Abbey School ' novels called 
Maidlin Bears the Torch. With its emphasis on folk-music , camp-fire rituals , country
dance, and the resiliently pos itive influen ce of 'Gracedieu Abbey', it is likely to appeal not 
only to today 's nine to twelve-year-olds but to their nostalgic mothers and aunts. Lorna 
Hill ' s Vicki in Venice, another of their reprints, wilJ net a similarly wide audience. One of 
the SadJers Wells ballet series, it is a rite of passage story with Vicki Scott leaving her 
Northumbrian home for the delights and challenges of Venice. There is, of course, a great 
deal of ballet atmosphere, with a ' Ruritanian ' royal impersonation plus a roma nce thrown 
in for good measure. 
(The books cost £9.99 each and can be obtained from Girls Gone By, 4 Rock Terrace , 
Coleford, Balh, SomersetBA3 4NF .) 

* * ** * * ***** *** * * **** * *** * ** ***************** * *** 

FORUM 

From BILL LEWIS: 
Amongst the many fascinating feanires in the 2001 Collectors ' Digest Annual , Twas 

particularl y interested in Brian Doyle' s article ' A Pseudonym Made for Two ' about 
'Herbert Strang'. As a schoolboy in the 1930s (I am now 81), J would have considered 
' him· to be one of my favourite autbor s, never for a moment rea lising that ' he' was in fact 
two men, George Herbert Ely and Jane s L' Estrange. 

Tiie pseudo nym was well disguise d at the time. 1 remember being vaguely 
surpri sed that the name does not appear in my 'Concise Universal Biography 
(Amalgamated Press, 1934) and now I know why. 

Today, 1. looked up one of 'his' stories, in 'A Century of Boys' Stories ' 
(Hutchinson, c.1934 or 1935). Thi s is introduced by the edito r, Francis Brett Young. in 
the fol lowing way, defini tely giving the impress ion, although he must have known the 
trud1. that Herbert Strang was one per son:-

'Herbert Strang. the well-known author of boys' stories, her written many scbool, 
adventure and historical tales, one of wruch is included here.' 
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The story itse lf is one of gripping adventure, set unusually in the ei,ghteenth century , 
its background being a crjcket match, 'Colborn v. HambJedon', upon the result of which 
thousands of pounds have been gamb led, There is much more adventure than cricket, 
thoug h! 

I was also interested in the reference made by Mr. Doyle to 0.A. Heoty, whose 
books , such as 'With Clive in Indi a' and 'With Wolfe in Quebec', I also enjoyed 
enormously. However, I have a question. Henty definitely died, as mentioned in the 
article , in 1902. Yet, I clearly remember reading a book on similar lines, written 
obviously about 1914 and entitled 'With French at the Front ', set in the early months of 
World War l prior ro the develop ment of trench warfare, Mr. Doyle suggests that ' Herbert 
Strang' often employed a similar style of writing to tl1at of Henry. Henty having died 
twelve years earlier, might 'With French at tbe Front' have been written by 'Strang'? 

Incidentally, Brian's other article in tbe Annual - about the Children's New:;paper
also evoke d bappy memories. 

From COLI N PARTIS: 
Fi.rst of all thank you for a really bumper C.D. Annual, as every year. 
In D oubiful Genius by Ted Baldock, I would point out that Claud Hoskins and his 

friend Hobso n were in the Shell, not U1e fourth form. 
As a member of the Conan Doyle Society, 1 read with interest 'Crabbe's Practice, a 

twice told tale' by Derek Hinrich. He says tha t the existence of two separate versions 
must sure ly make Crabbe's Practice unique among Sir Arthur's published works. This is 
not so, as if Derek would like to compare the original Strand magazine of May 1897 and 
the follow ing issues, he will find that the novel The Tragedy of the Korosko is completely 
differen t from the later published book version. 

Whether Sir Arthur revised any more of his stories J Cill1not say. Re. your art icle 
'·But Fleur has often Wondered", Elle n and myself have both had experiences that cannot 
be accoun ted for by the laws of physics, and. as Ellen will tell you, no one is more 
scientific than I am. 

J be lieve we do not understand the true nature of space and time. 

From BETTY HOPTON: 
The Annual was a joy. I was fascinated by your love ly article on spectral stories in 

the Schoolgirls'Own , School Friend, The Golden and the Popular Book of Girls' Stories , 
the Annuals of I 938. I have them all, and I'll be making a point of reading each one, they 
sound wonderfuJ. 

I also particularly enjoyed BOB WHITER'S ''Also Ran" and Margery Woods' Cliff 
House story. In fact, all the contributors had surpassed themselves, with very interesting 
articles. 

From MARKT AHA: 
(Some extracts from Mark's comments on the AnnuaL The numbers refer to the pages in 
question. Ed.) . 

19 Also- Ran - I remember the Caffyn series, when it was sa.id that Joe Lodgey had 
no intention of going to the headmaster. Getting a Greyfriar s fellow sacked would have 
fmished h is business at the school. 
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30 I remember a quotaLion from somebody's autobiography - it seems that he was 
sent the Children's Newspaper at h_is prep school and found it very embarrassing. Does 
anyone remember who that was? I have a book by Mee - Heroe s of the Flag, published in 
1922. It combined traditional patriotism wirb praise for the "Jamboree Boy'' over the 
"Junker " and rbe hope that "Let us hope there will be no children sleeping in dark alleys ... 
when our next king is crowned." Pity he was too optimistic! 

35 Bredon-where did that name derive from? 
48 Was Dennis that new? Lord Snooty and his Pals had got up to similar activitie s

not to mention Wimam Brown and, in America , Buster Brown , the Katz enjammer Kids, 
Penro d Schofield , Peck 's Bad Boy. 

49 Surely boy assistants dated back to Sexton Blake 's Tinker - I always found them 
a bit boring , too. 

52 Invisible Dick - r remember a strip in Sparky , about 1970 . 
70 While contempo rary Greyfriars storie s seem incongrnous, Marjor y Woods is one 

of the best substi rnte writers I've eve r read! 
91 Sammy "Always detestabl e"? The only significant action of his [ cm1 recall 

during the 30s was his pulling an injured Bob Cherry' s nose durin g the Caffyn series -
which I found funny , eve n if Bob dido ' t! 

92 Oth er Bunter adult relative s- his uncle Joseph Carter in the Arthur Cart er series, 
uncle Humphrey Carter in the post-wa r Bunter book s, cousin Georg e Cook in the 
"Schoolboy Touri sts" series of J 933 , and mention of his having an uncl e who was a Math s 
master in the early years . 

94 Personally , I like Bunter and believe bi.m to be often more sinned against tban 
sinning - I thought tbat Quelch was too hard on him, as was Peter Todd , amongs t others. 

96 General Lew WaUace had been a General in the American Civi l War - was he 
still alive in 1926? Or was that stipulation to do with the stage version? 

Whenever I see Dallas being run our of town at the stan of Stagecoac h, J feel my 
blood boil. I don 't know who I'm madder with - the sheriff for running out a girl who 
hadn 't done anyone any harm or the old crows - sorry, Ladie s o f tJ1e Law and Order 
Leagu e - who 'd nagged him into it. I didn 't in the least blame the bank er for leaving tbe 
one he was unfortunat e enough to be married ro ! 

I remember all three fi lms - on TV or at the NPT! Reg and I may like the same 
films but we 're not tJ1e same generat ion! 

From RAY MOORE: 
I rea lly enjoyed the last issue of CD and the CD Annual and was more than pleased 

to sec ' But Fle ur has often Wonder ed ' by your good self. 
lt was also nice to see Norman Wright 's piece on Denni s the Menace, ii being 

interes ting to find our that Beano editor George Moon ie took the nam e from a menace of 
an entirely different co lour. Dennis the Menace in the song (which was invaria bly su11g by 
a wom an saddened by experience in cautionary tones to her sisters) beiug somethi ng of 
de flowe rer of innocent virgins abroad, or at leas t the innocent vir gins who were ra sll 
enough to step i.nto his Venetian gondola. (1 recall both Effie Ath erto n and Harriet 
Hut chins did versions of this song.) 

1n rbe last CD I also enjoyed Uma Hamilton Wright 's piece on Charle s Hamilton 's 
funeral and you r own i tem on your visit Lo the photograph ic studi o which so nice ly 
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prefaced Lhe LT. Meade sketch that followed (nice photo Loo). Tben Brian Doyle as 
always co ntinu es to be a mine of information and his article on W.A. Darlington was most 
infonnative although I must admit that I don't see what was so mysterious about them 
chang ing Alf's original line in the screen version of 'Alf's Bunon Afloat' from 'Strike me 
pink!' to 'Stripe me pink!' given the fact that the film was made in black and white and 
tberefore stripes would show up much more clearly on screen than some rather vague 
uniform pastel shade . I suppose they could have gone with 'S trike me purple! ' or some 
more striden t hue bur obviously they dido 't . 

This matter of colour definition in black and white movies always reminds me of 
the Olympus Ba.U scene in the 1938 fiJm 'Jezebel' set in pre Civil War New Orleans in 
whicb Bette Davis as Lhe headstrong Julie chooses to wear a bright red dress in defiance of 
the convention that all unmarried girls have to wear while. As it turned out when they 
came. to film the scene the red dress tha.t they had prepared for the sequence simply dido 't 
look ' red' enough on Lhe black and white film stock. So in fact the dress that you actually 
see Bette Davis wearing in this scene in the film is not actually red at all but emeral.d 
green . EmeraJd green apparently looking a lot redder than red does when filmed in black 
and whjte! 

From Des O'Leary: 
ln the Annual I enjoyed Roger Jenkins ' summery of Dorothy L. Sayers, the only 

detective write J ever read enthusiastically. 
I agree with most of his jud gements but I wish he had not singled out dislike of 

foreigne rs and Jews as significant in Wimsey. The note about offending the Race 
Relations Board is not really re levant, l feel In the firsl half of the twentieth century. 
many such rem.arks, particularly anti -Semilic ones, were co mmon in fiction. That fine 
writer. John Buchan , was a far more serious offender. After all, Wimsey 's friend, Freddy 
Arbuthnot , married a Jewish girl and remained his best f1iend! I would rather say the fact 
that Dorothy Sayers introduced Harriet Vane as a younger, slimmer version of herself into 
Wimsey 's life , was a far more serious fault! The short stories mentioned by Roger Jenkins 
are usually free of Harriet 's presenc e and. I agree , were some of Sayers' best work. 

**************** * ******************************* 

WANTED : 
Witches Hollow by A.W. Broo.k, published by Bla cks, 1920. 

BFL No. 142 "Sons of the Men of Mons ''. 
One copy of each: Startler , Pioneer, Seoul. 

Nelson Lee No. 51, January 1931. 
MR. M. FOLLOWS , 60 Hipwell Crescent, Leicester, LE4 2DL. Tel.0116 2368186. 

***** **** **************** *********** ******** **** 
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NEWS OF THE CLUBS 

CAMBRIDGE CLUB 
For our Christmas 2001 meeting we gathered at the Linton village home of Roy 

Whiskin. 
It was a time for the enjoyable Club tradition for the attending members to provide 

brief presentation s, so we bad a fascinating selection of items. 
Firstly , Roy had brought along three Christmas issues of publication s dealing with 

entertainment- a 1936 'Radio Pictorial', a 1938 'Screen Pictorial ', and a '208 ' magaz ine 
from Radio Luxembourg - Howard Corn recalled a rather bizarre US comic bo ok story 
that was now receiving collectors ' interest and, in the first of his three presentati ons that 
afternoon, Keith Hodkinson showed a recent video he had made of the start of town 
Chri stmas festivi ties in late-afternoon in late-November in the North Yorkshire town of 
Pickering. Howard introduced a l 958 Stan Freber g record satirizing the approach of the 
adve rtising industry to the Christmas season. Tony Cowley read us a Christmas story 
from Keith Waterhou se, and then Keith showed us a wonderfully nostalgic l 952 Pathe 
Pictorial on the subject of London 's Tin Pan Ally. Paul Wilkins related a few seasona l 
poetry items before we concluded the meeting with a showing by Keith of a short Bud 
Aboct and Lou Costello film. 

Ten of the Club 's members met at the Longstanton village home of Tony Cowley, 
for our February mee ting. 

After our usual short business session we listened intently as Tony continued his 
series of sound memori es from over a half-cennrry ago. 

Part Two of Tony's talk , which began with the ' On the Air ' melody, consisted of 
radio programme exce rpts from the BBC' s output. Examples included Schools 
programmes; Children's Hour dramas; varie ty and comedy programmes such as Ray's A 
La ugh, Breakfas t with Braden, Life With Th e Lyons, Educaling Archie; topica[ 
programmes li.ke In Town Tonight; the period adventure dramas such as Dick Barron and 
The Adventures of PC49 ; and Radio Newsreel sto ries typified by the Flying Enterp rise 
marine heroism. 

Later Howard Com talked about his most produ ctive visit to the BBC' s Written 
Archives library at Caversham on a PC49 scripts search - a series of PC49 stories were 
broadcast from 1947 to 1953. ADRJAN PERKI NS 

NORTHERN O.B.B.C. 
Our Informal Christmas Party took place at our usuaJ venue in the centre of Leeds 

on Saturday , 81
h December. 

The traditional Christmas Fare meant the central table was almost groaning under 
the weight of tJ1e delectable provender provided by our members. · We were especia lly 
delighted to have Derek Marsden with us - he bad made the trip from Liverpool. 

Afier a ve ry soc iable and relaxed tea, Paul a presented us with a "first .lines·· of 
books qujz - coveri ng a very genera l selection of childre n's book. This qu iz was won by 
Joan. To vary the theme , Geoffrey then presented us with "last Unes of books " - much 
harder, for Geoffrey bad covered a full range of books . Much hilarity ensued and 
eventually , tbe quiz was won by Joan - again. 
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Geoffrey then read from "Th e -Courtfi eld Cracksman ' ' where Bunter, in his usual 
charmin g manne r, managed Lo "invite ' ' himself to Wharton Lodge - except Harry that had 
an:angcd fo r th.e chauffeur to pick up Bunter and then land him at "Bunter Villa"! 

Geoffrey then made our "traditional " speech and toas t - we all raised our glasses to 
·'Membe rs Everywhere, Past and Presen t" and we wished all readers of the C.D. "A Very 
Merry Chri stmas and Prospe rous New Year ' ' . 

At o ur January meeting we had a sale of members ' books and the proceeds were 
donated tO Club funds. raising a decent amount. The main item of the mee.ting was a 
fascinat ing account , by_ Keith Atkinso n, of The Young Frank Richards, in fact and fiction. 

At our February meeting "Poetry Please·· was a nove l i tem in which all membe rs 
present we re asked to read their favo urite piece of poetry - serio us or humorou s. We had 
a num be r of conrributi ons, and some quoted from ·'TI1e Mask of Comedy" which contains 
p oems from our own Frank Richard s. Although of course, famous fo r bis school stories, 
be also had gTeal aptitude in other fields in pro se and verse. Perhaps the most entertainjng 
ite m was from Chris Scholey wh o quoted from memory ' ·Albeit and the Lion", that 
famou s rendition of Stru1Jey Holloway 's ! 

"Th e Child ren' s Book Club" was fm item fr om Da rrell Swift who recalled, as a boy, 
being a member of this gro up where one bad to agree to buy one book a month for a 
period of six month s. Three WiJliams books were re-produced and there were many book s 
by Capt. W.E. John s - but no books by Frank Richard s. The Boo k Club was certainl y 
around in the mid 1950s and continu ed for a number o!" years, bur it has pro ved difficult to 
get some precise dates . A number of "offs hoots" were sbown , along with some other facts 
ru1d figures. JOHNNY BULL MINOR 

LONDON 0.8 .B.C. 
Chairm an Norman Wright welcomed a large nwnber of mem bers to our Annual 

fest ive gathering at Bill Bradford' s Ea.ling home in December. 
The Club was ple ased to welcome one of its founder members, Bob Whiter. ll 's 

alway s a rea l p leas ure lo have Bob along, and he had brought an entertaining quiz that he 
had pr ep ared on the plane as he ilew over from the U.S. of A. Ma rk was the winner , 
foJJowed by Roger, Mary and Chris. TI1e winners were particularly lucky to receive 
special pri.zes: Bob 's splendid handma de Greyfriar s figures, real works of an! 

Nex t, Roger Jenkins gave the customary Christmas Hamiltonian reading , another of 
those litt le thing s that helps to make our Club unique and special. He read passage s from 
Magnets 1140 and 1141: part of the Courtfiel d Cracksma.n series. Both were classic Frank 
Richards , we U-paced and carefully crafted. In the first , Bun ter attempted to borrow '·a 
couple of qui d" from WeUs, the unflappable butler , in the second, the Fat Owl gleefully 
locked Wharton in a wardrobe . Punny stuff , which provo ked many chuckles from arou nd 
the room. 

Derek H inrich read a brief article from CADS magazine relatjn g to a rare detective 
story by Frank Richard s entitl ed "The H ouse of Fear", summed up as "well paced but 
easily gue ssa ble". Does anybody have a copy of this late Forties whodunit novelette? 

Tea followed , a splendid Yul eti.de feas t. Mince pies and Christmas cake were much 
in evidence and there was mu ch cheery chat. 

M ember s took their seat s. some of which were marked ·'RESE RVED FOR QUIZ 
TEAM'' , in anti cipation of Nom ,an 's Christmas Quiz eve nt. Chris, Larry, Andrew , 

60 



Graham, and Derek filled the seco nd row, behiJld Brian, Mark, Roger , Len and Alan; "it' U 
reflect the result ' ', boasted Brian. Roger Coombes was quiz master . lnspired by "The 
Weake st Link ", Roger concl uded the round s with commen ts such as "w hose Holiday 
Annual bas come to an end?" and "whose story paper is a few pages short?" Things were 
pretty close for a whi le, until a round of questions on girls' storypapers confo unded 
Chris's team : they drew a blank. Mary remarked upon both teams' "extrao rdinary 
ignorance" of the topic, sternly threateni ng to set a furthe r quiz on the subjec t. Mark 
provided to be rather a "ro d iJl pickle" for Brian 's team when it came to the girls' papers. 
Radio, comics. Hamilt on and Blake were also cove red in this entertaining event. After ten 
thrilliJlg roun ds, Brian 's team fmaUy eme rged victorious. "Give us a cha nce", cried Chris. 
"give us another round of gi rls' paper question s!"' Bi.Li had kindly provid ed a tine 
select ion of videos as prizes . Tn add ition, cert ificates were awarded to both teams, suitable 
for frami ng. 

And so this jovial 23'd Christmas meet ing at Bill' s came to an end. Long may the 
trad ition continue! Grateful than.ks were expressed to Bill and his hard-working assistants 
for thei r fine efforts in the kitchen. As Henry HaU used to say, "here's to the next time!" 

A L OLlr January A.G.M. meeting, Roger Coombes was unanimous ly voted in as the 
oew Chairman. Derek Hinri ch and Vic Pratt fooUshly agreed to rema in in their posts for 
anothe r year! 

Mary Cadogan commenced the entertainment with a talk on Christmas st01ies in 
girls' papers. Though possibly not so adventuro us or comic as Christmas tales of the 
Gre yfriars chums, it was Mary 's contention that any weaknesses in such stories were more 
than com pensated for by the oodles of seaso nal atmosp here and mystery. Mary illustrated 
this aspect with read ings from one of her favourite Morcove stories, "The Legend of Swan 
Lake ", from 1929. Rernindi _ng those present of their shameful .ignorance of the genre 
(made clearly appare nt by last month ' s quiz contes t), Mary followed the presentation with 
a short qui z. Pla ying close attention were Chris, Marie and Ray who answered all 
questions co rrectly; followed closely by Frances-Mary. 

Next. Bill Bradford gently led us down Memory Lane as he read from newslette r 
number 350, a reminder of the Decembe r 198 1 meeting . 

And rew Pitt then de livered an interesting and ins ightful talk enti tled ''Growing Up 
with Just William·•. Andrew described the William stories as " the best and funnies t short 
sto ries in t11e Engli sh language". Whi le they are still popular , he continu ed, "there is stirn 
hope for this mad world ". I'm sure we all share such sentim ents . How would life be 
without our books, our music , our films? It 's too horrible to contemp late. Reminiscences 
of youthfu l readin g were interspersed witl1 entertaining ext racts from the stories in this 
celebra tion of boyhood . 

This was fo llowed by Chris Harp er speaking about the life and WOl'ks of Edgar 
Wallace. an ext rao rdinaril y prolifi c writer: so prolific in fact that researchers are stirn 
uncertai n abo ut just how much he wrote. One of his most famous crearioos. Mr. Sanders 
Lhe African administrator, may have appeared in as many as 150 stories. But nobody 
knows for sure; not eveu Lofts and Adley could be exact about Mr. Walla ce's output. 
Sometimes workin g on ten project s at once, Wallace dictated many of his storie s, fully, 
formed. on ro wax cyli nders ready to be typed . Those poor old typists must have cursed 
old Mr. Wallace , and his wax cylinders. to boot . An intere sting and intri guing look at the 
writer 's career. 
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Bill Bradford was next, with a -quiz based around the old papers, which covered a 
wide range of members ' interests. Afterwards , as he prompted members to shout out their 
answers before 'he revealed the correct solutions, Bill admitted. "I always like to ask for 
the answers firsr. .. so that if I' ve got one wrong, it won't come out!" 

Gratefu l thanks were extended to Audrey. for her smashing food, and to Suzanne 
and Chris for their great hospitality in sharing their splendid old house with us aJJ once 
again . 

At tbe February meeting in Mark Taha 's home, Ray Hopkins was on first with an 
entertain ing readjog f~om a Rookwood adventure, not at " the bottom of the bill", as he 
claimed , but actually a case of "putting the best acts on first to soften up the audience" , as 
BilJ remarked . Ray read out some funny scenes from the footbaJJ comedy "Rookwood 
Cal ling", published in S.O.L. 368 from 1939, which had everybody laughing. 

Next on stage was A lan Pratt with a talk on The Hardy Boys. No, you're not 
suffering from deja vu; he gave a talk on this very subjec t just a few years ago. But this 
one, like household detergents and breakfast cereal, was new and improved, and provided 
Jots of interesting trivia, including the possib le discovery of the real Canadian town on 
which series location Bayport was based. My Paw is a keen lntemet user, spending many 
happy hours engaged in important debate with other enthusiasts of old popular cultural 
stuff from all over Lhe globe, on various discussion "boards". And from these various 
sources he's been digging up lots of new information, which he shared with us today, in an 
entertaining nostalgia-fest. 

The meetjng continued with Norman Wright presenting a ·'Collector's Item": the 
first issue of Boy 's World magazine from January 1963. This quality publication, from the 
Longac re Press, featured both comic strips and text features , as well as perhaps most 
important of all, a free "Pathfinder " compass lo strap oil to the wrist. 

BiU was without glasses; therefore Derek Hinrich stepped in for Memory Lane, 
reading from news letter 35 1, which told tales of the Febrnary 1982 meeti11g. 

Len Cooper was next with an entertaining cryptic crossword based around 
Hamilton 's characters . Some peop le found it difficult; our host completed his paper in 
roughly four minutes , however, showing the rest of us up. 

Finally , Mark Taha presented an item on Michae l Green . author of the ·'Coarse·· 
books. "These books should have a public health warning, " Mark enthused, "do not read 
them io public! " Mark read humorous extracts from some of the books in the series, 
including The Art of Coarse Golf and The Arr of Coarse Management. Of The Art of 
Coarse Rugb y, Mark commented: "I like the songs and the drinking ... it 's just the bit with 
tbe ball I don't like! " Mark 's presentat ion brought proceedings to a close, and gratefu l 
thanks were ex tended to our kind host. VIC PRATT 

************************************************ 
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COLIN CREWE CATALOGUETTE NUMBER 22 

BOYS' ANO GIRLS ' STORYPAPERS , COMICS AND BOOKS , 

TRESECRETSOFTHESHELVESANDBOXESREVEALED 

QUARTERLY IN STORYPAPER COLLECTORS' DIGEST . 

128 WESTWOOD ROAD , CANVEY ISLAND, ESSEX SSS OED 

TELEPHONE: OU68-693735. 9AM • 9PM OAJLY 

CHUMS ANNUAL VOL~IBS: 1892-1941. A magni ficent nostalgic set with a start date of 100 years 
ago . Skilful writers and top clas~ artists ensured the long term success of this famous and much loved 
story paper. Foll owing a list 10 give an idea of the tremendous colourful full-bloode d contents. 
CHUMS WIRELESS CLUB, MOTOR CYCLING NOTES BY CLUNOOK, 20,000 PENNIES 
GIVEN AWAY, MAKE UP FOR AMATEUR THEATRICALS, THE COMIC CORNER, 
.BRITISH AJRME N, JACK ROBBS, CHARLlE BUCHAN, GEORGE CARPENTIERS - ALL 
SPORTS. 
CARSON OF THE SECOND by Hylton C leaver . Sinking of the A1lanti.c Pleet. 
lN THE CLUTCHES OF THE DYAKS by Percy F. Westerman . 
WHEN TUE SEA ROSE UP by Captain Frnnk H. Shaw . Play the Gam e by J .W . Hearne. 
THE COUNCIL SCHOOLBOY by Sydney Horler. The Deathless Dynasty by D.H. Parry. 
INTO THE FROZEN SOUTH. The story o f the 'QUEST', 10Id by SCOUT MARR. 
THE SECRET SOCLETY OF THE TORTOISE by Major Cbarles Gib son. 
THE LOST PLANET . An amazing and thrilling story of adventure on Mars. 
GEORGE CARPENTJERS BOXING SERIAL , · Brother s of the Brown Owl. 
,JACK BOBBS -TJIE WORLD'S GREATEST BATSMAN . ' Between the Wickets'. 
CHARLIE BUCHAN FAMOUS FOOTBALLER . ·n1e Cup fighting Rovers' . 
THE LOOTING OF THE CLAN MACDA.RE by John Hunter. A yam of the Salt y Sea. 
THE TERRIBLE THREE AGAIN a tale of School Life by W.B. HOME -GALL. 
nm FARMERS FEUD. A siory of Ca nadian Life . The Confessio ns of a BOY SPY. 
PERJ L, AND BUM OUR IN MJO AIR. A sketch by an early British A irman. 
THE MIRACLES OF MULLIGA N - Tl-I£ NEVER FAIL COUGH CURL by Edmund Burton. 
YOU ARE INVITED TO SAJ.L ROUND Tlffi WORLD CN A WINDJAMMER. Banl e. aga inst 
insupernb]e odd s in, track less deserts and impen etrab le jun gles. or may be constru ct a bome te lephone or 
a wire less se.1. You could learn the cricks o f fish poachers or beco me a dog trainer . Such an enormously 
varied and fasci nating conte nt. Many of these volumes arc in good conditi on. Some less so. We shou ld 
be kind , eight of these volumes arc over one hundr ed years old. Origi nal ow ners long departed for lush 

e ternal pasture. 

CJ:IUMSVOLUME1 . IS92/ 1893. FAJR tl25 
CHUMS VOLUME 2. 1893.1894. VERY GOOD 

£85 
CHUMS VOLUME J . 1$9411895. VERY GOOD 

£85 
CHUMS VOLUME4 .18 95/ l896. GOOD £65 
CHUMSVOLUMES .1896/18 97.F AJR £45 
CHUMS VOLUME 6. 1897/ 1898. GOOD £65 
CHUMS VOLUME 7. 1898/1899. GOOD £65 
CHUMS VOLUME 8. 1899/1900. V:ERY GOOD 

£70 
ClfUMS VOLUME 9. 1900/190J. FAIR £48 
CIIUMS VOLUME 10. 1901/ 1901. VERY GOOD 

£70 
CHUMS VOLUME 11. 1902/ 1903. FAIR £48 
CHUMS VOLUME 12. 1902/1903. 000D £55 
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CffUMS VO LUMED . 190411905. FACR £48 
CHUMS VOLUME 14. 1905/1906. GOOD £55 
CHUMS VOLUME 16. 1907/1908. FAfR £45 
CHUMS VOLUME 18. 1909/1910. FAIR £48 
CHUMS VOLUME 19. 1910/1911. GOOD £55 
CHUMS VOLUME 20. 1911/1912. GOOD £55 
CHUMS VOLUME 20. 191 1/1912. FAIR £38 
CHUMS VOLUME 21. 1912/1913. VERY GOOD 

£58 
CHUMS VOLUME 22 19 13/ 1914. VERY GOOD 

CHUMS VOLUME 22. 19 13/ 1914. GOOD 
CHUMS VOLUME 23. 1914/1915. GOOD 
CHUMS VOLUME 24. 1915/1916. GOOD 
CHUMS VOLUME 25. 1916/1917. FAJR 
CHUMS VOLUME 26. 19l7/ 1918. FAIR 

£65 
£55 
£55 
£48 
£38 
£38 



CHUM S VOLUM E 26 . 1917/1918 . VE RY GOOD 
£48 

C HUM S VQLUME27 . 19 18/ 19.19. VERY GOOD 
£48 

C HUM S VOL UME 28 . 1919/ 1920. FACR £38 
C HUMS VOL UME28 .19 191t920. GOOD £48 
CH UMS VOLUME 1923. GOOD £45 
CHUM S VOLUME 1924. GOOD £45 
CHUMS VOLUME 1925. FAIR £38 
CHUM S VOLUME 1926. VERY GOOD £48 
CHUMS VOLUME 1927/ 1928. GOOD £45 
CHUMS VOLUME 1928/1929. FAIR £35 
CHUMS VOLUME 192.8/1929. GOO D £42 
CHUMS VOLUM E 1929/193 0. VE RY GOOD £48 
CHUMS VOLUME 1930'J93L VERY GOOD £48 
ClllfM S VOLUME 1930/1931. FAIR £35 
CHUMS VOLUME 1931/ 1932. VERY GOOD £48 
CHUMS VOLUME 1932. 1933. GOOD £38 
CH UMS VOLUM E 1933/193 4. FAlR £35 
CFJUMS VOLUME I 934/ 1935. GOOD £38 
C H UMS VOLUME 1935/ 1926. GOOD £38 
C HUMS VOL UME 1936/1937. VERY GOOD £45 
CHUMS VOL UME 1937/ l 938. GOOD £38 
CB UMS VOLUME 1939. VERY GOOD £42 
CHU MS VOL UME 1940. VERY GOOD £42 
CH UMS VO LUME 194 1. GOOD £38 
THE CAPTAIN . A .MA GAZINE F<)R BOY S AND 
OLD BOYS, EDIT ED BY TH E OLD FAG , 
PUBLI SHED BY GEORGE NE WN ES. Sing le issues 
with glorious t'Oloured cove rs in s lip case box's for 
shelf standing. 
CA PTA IN 1906-1907. ls sucs: 1,92,93 .94,95,96. in slip 
case box. £30 
CAPTAI N 1909_ ls~ue~: 120, 122, 123 , 124, 125, 126 in 
s lip case box. £30 
CAPT AIN 1911- 1912. Issues: 151,152,15 3, 154,155, 
156. Con tents in\;Lude Percy F, Westerma n, Gunby 
Hae.lath ,md Harold Avery in slip ca.se box. £35 
CA PT AI N 19 14. Issues, 181. 182. 183.184, 185, 186. 
Con1en1s include Percy Westerman . Herbert Strang . 
Hylton Cleaver. llarold Avery. Gunby l lada1h in slip 
case box. £35 
CAf'T AfN 19 14-J'J15. lss11es: 187,188. 189. 190, 
191, 192 . Conlenls include Hyltoa C leaver, Harold 
Avury. Percy Wesum u:111, Gunby Hae.lath and Herben 
Strang conta ined in s lip case box. £35 
CAPT AIN 1905. P.G. WODEHOUSE - 'TAL E OP 
WRYK YN" . Complete io 6 issues, superb illus1ratio11s. 
L~sues: 73.74 ,75.76.77.78 conta ined in a slip case box . 

£145 
CAPTAIN 1910. P.G. WOD6HO USE. 'STONE AND 
WEED' ;ind ·PILUNGSHOT DETECTIVE'. Issues: 
133. 134, 135,IJ6, I.J7.13S, grea t schoo l yams conrained 
in slip case b,n. £95 

CAPTAlN 19 10-191 I. P.O. WODE HOUSE . A 
splend id schoo l story - Pillingshots Paper . Issues: 
J39 , L40, 141, 142,143,144. All contain ed in a slip case 
bo,c. £75 
CAPTAIN 191 I , Includes P.O. WODEHOUS E. IssU1es: 
145,146. 147,148,149, 150. All contained in a slip case 
box. £60 
CAPTAIN 1912. Includes P.G. WODEHOUSE . Issues 
157,158,159,160 , )6] , )62. £•60 
CAPTAIN 1913. Includes P_Q_ WODEHOUSE . lssU1es: 
169, 170.I 71 ,172, I 73 ,J 74. £,60 
PO ST-WAR I SSUES OF THE SEXTO N BLAKE 
LIBRARY AS BO UND V OLUMES. Mint bindings in 
cherry red with gold lellering 10 sp ines. Contents very 
good condition. 
SEXTON BLAKE VOL 1. Contents 10 issues 
numbered 457,458 ,460.463,464,465,47 1,472,475 and 
476. £35 
SEXTO N BLAKE VOL 2. Content.s IO issues 
nu robe.red 438,439.447 ,448.450 ,45 I .452 ,454.455 and 
456. £35 
SE,\'.TON BLAKE VOL 3. Con1.en1s 10 issues 
num bered 365,392.50 1,493.435,489.497.469 .504 and 
488. £35 
SEXTO N BL AKE VOL 4. Conlea ts 9 iss1Jes 
numbered 5 I I ,485 ,440,362,459,484.4 77.474 and 508. 

£32 
SEX.TO N BLAKE VOL 5. Con 1ents 9 iss ues 
numoom l 49 I ,467.393 .486..490.494,505.479 and S 12. 

£32 
SF..XTO N BLAKE VOL 6. Contents 8 issue s 
numbered 514,515.5 17.519.520,.52 1,523,526 . £28 
SEX TO N BLAKE . A Celebration of the Greal 
Detcc1ive by Non nan Wr ight and David Ashford . Mm t 
copy o f this bewitching book . £ 16 
SEX TO N BLAK E INDEX. Second Edition , 1993. 
Edited by Duncan Harper. Very goocL £ 15 
SEX TO N BLAKE CATALO GUE ? date probab ly 
late 1970 early 1980s, produced. by Lhe Sex1on Bl.ake 
Crick simliar 10 Sexlo n Blake Inciex. 

£8.50 
SE,XTO N BLAKE LIBRAR Y CA TAL O GUE . 
Seven th edi1ion 199 1 - London Old Boys Book Club 
srna II format. {4 .50 
CRIME AT CHRISTMAS (SEXT ON BLA KE 
INVESTIGATES ) Howard l'laker Edilion. Very good in 
d/w. £18 
THE SEX'rO BLAKE CASEBOOK. GALLERY 
PRESS. FIRST EDITION 1987. Very good in d/w. £ 1.5 
TH.RJLL ER . BOUND VOLUME. A SELECT ION OF 
YEARS 1935/1936 . A total of 32 issues numbered 
330,33 1,332.334.335.338,339 ,340,341,342 ,343 .344.345 
,346,3 47,348.349.352 ,353,357.360 .363.367.369.371,37 
3,379.380.388.39 0,399. Mint cherry m l bind ing, gold 
lcnor ing to spine . Conle nLq very good. £! 39 

THE CHAMP ION BO UND VOLUME 1923. Mystery - Adventure Spo11. The Tip Top Story weekly 
contains issues 53 -78 Lnc. Light brown binding and papers all in very good cond.ition. Exrrernely rare 
early issues of this much loved and remembered boys paper. £245 
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UNION JACK BOUND VOLUME 1924-26. A selecLion of 3 1 issues in generally good condition. 
Much Eric R Parker material in chis volume. Numbers: 1074, 1075,1084.1094,1097, 1130,1136,1138,J I 50. 
1156,l l59, 1160 , ll 62,1 166.1 167,1168, l l70 ,1171, 1172; 1173, 1174,1175 ,1176.1179 ,ll80,l 182,ll83,1187 
, I 189, 1190, I l 91. A great feast of Sexton Blake. £ 125 
UNION JACK BOUND VOLUME 1927-32. A se lection of 25 issues in generall y good condition with a 
splend id Eric R. Parker contenL Numbers: 1233,1234.1235,1236, 1238,1239,1240,1329.1334,1340. !358, 
1379, 1391,J 400 , 1432 ,1477.J 485.1487, 1488,1499,.150] ,]50 5, 1506, 1507. £98 
TRUE BLUE BOUND VOLUME 1900: Own a volume of Penny Dreadful s from 100 years ago. 
Splendid blue red and. yellow covers. I invite you to read 'Sailor Jack and the Wheel of Torture '. Issues 
27-52 inc io general.ly good condit ion for age. £68 
TRUI<: BLUE BOUND VOLUMES. Approx 100 more volumes available. 
MAGNET BOUND VOLUME ORIGINAL ISSUES 1932. A complete year of 52 issues 1246- 1298. 
Magnets in generally very good condition. Many famous series. £ 145 
MAGNET BOUND VOLUME ORIGINAL ISSUES 1933. A complete year of 52 issues 1299-1350 
inc. Famous se ries include 'Dick 1he Penman' . Magnet s generally very good. £145 
MAGNET BOUND VOLUME ORIGINAL lSSUES 1935. A complete year of 52 issues 1403- 1454 
inc. Magnets in generall y very good cond ition. Many famous Magnets included. £145 
MAGNET BOUND VOLUME ORIGINAL ISSUES 1936. A comp lete year of 52 issues 1455- 1506 
inc . MagDets gene rall y very good. Famous Christmas and other series. £ 145 
MAGNET BOUND VOLUME ORIGINAL ISSUES 1937. A complete year of 52 issues 1507-L558 
inc. Magnets. GeneraUy very good. Read and enj oy these vi11tage Magnets. £ 145 
MAGNET BOUND VOLUME ORlGl NAL lSS UES 1938. A c.omplete year of 52 issues 1559- 1611 
inc . Magnets generally very good. Summer in the South Se.as, Chri s tmas at Whart on Lodge. £ 145 
RAINBOW COMTC BOUND VOLUME JULY -DEC 1950. Amalgamated Press own file copy in red 
cloth. Binding very good. Comic s almos t Mini. Enchanting coloured covers featuring o f course Mrs. 
Bruin and th e Bruin Boys - such delicious fun. Issues 1636-1648 inc. £65 
PUCK COMJC BOUND VOLUME JAN -JUNE 1914. Puhlished at Fleetway Hou se. Issue 493-5 18. 
Condition of brown binding and comics is near new. Charming co loured covers feature The Merry 
Adventures of Jolly Jo J inks and l1is many little c lowns. £ J 69 
PLAYBOX COMIC BOUND VOLUME AUGUST 12m 1944- OCTOBER 191

H 1946. Contains 50 
bewitching issue-5. Dllling and fo.llowing the War Playbox was a fonnightly comic_ impr ess ive binding in 
dark blue with go ld lettering 10 spine. Comic s are in very good co ndit ion. Both front anti rear pages in full 
colour. Much exci tement with 'Chum s of Jolly Fann ·. £23 5 
FILM .FUN COMIC BOUND VOLUME JAN-JUNE 1961. Cherry red binding and comics in very 
good co nditi on. Very scarce late r issues of the famous comic. The Jolly Chum s include Tony Hancock , 
Harry Seco mb e. Ken Dodd. Terry Thomas . Scoop Donovan, Donald Duck . f.165 
PLAYTIME BOUND VOLUME 01'' YEAR 1920. Contains 19 issues of this beautiful early comic 
from Amalgamated Press. JmmacLLlate yellow binding , gold lene ,ing to spine. Comic s in very good 
condition . Full from cover to co ver with everything boys and gir ls Jjke. £78 
THE TRIUMPH BOUND VOL UME JAN·JUNF. 1933. Mint dark green binding , sto;-y paper s in very 
good conditi on. Issue s 429-453 inc. Famou s Boys aulhors inc'lude Edwin Dale , Cecil Fanshaw. Douglas 
Dundee , Donald Dane, Hal Wilton. Such high adventure s . £165 
THE CHAMP ION BOUND VOLUl\'.fE 1949-1950. A selection of 50 issues . Lmmaculale cherry red 
binding, gold lettering to spine . Papers in very good co ndilion. Thrill again to Co lwyn Dane, Roel.fish 
Rogan . Firew orks Flynn , Ginger Nutt, Danny Dazzles Divi s ion One etc etc. £148 

CAPTAIN W.E. JO HNS - AVJATION DAWN 
PATROL . A Biggle~ Story. Very good in very good 
d/w. (Daily Mail Annual). £18 
THE CASE OF THE TWO B.RJGRT BOYS. A 
Biggies Story VG in Vg d/w. (Daily Mail Anoual) 

£22 
BIGGLES LAYS A GHOST. Lovely illustrations. 
good copy in d/w. (DaiJy Mail Annual). £18 
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HORACE TAKES A HAND. A Biggies Story 
illustrated by Eric Parker. Vg ln vg d/w. (Daily Mail 
Annual). £22 
THE BUMP ER BlGGtE S BOOK. Chancellor 
Press, fine copy wi1b laminated covers. Contains 5 
b<,)oks. Pioneec Air FighLer - B Flies South - B in the 
Orient - B Defies the Swastika- B in the Jungle. £16 



A BI CG LE S OMNIBU S. Firs1 ed ition 1995. Mint in 
d/w. Content&: .Biggies Learns co Fly, Biggies Flies 
East, Biggies in the Orient. £20 
THE BI GG LES BOOK Of HE RO ES. Max Parrish 

2n;J editi on 1960. Very good. £25 
SINISTER SERVICE. Oxford 2..i edition 1949. 

Good copy in red clo th. £ 15 

PEARL S AND PRIMRO SES. By W.E. John s. Vg 
copy in appealing d/w. (S1irring stories for girls). £22 

THE CASE OF TH"E SECRET INQUI SITORS. 

Ulustrated Biggies story contained in the Annual size 
vo lume . The Treasure book of co mics - Odhams 

Press, vg. £35 
BlGCLES AIR DET ECT IVE. True First Edition. 

Annual si.ze from Marks and Spencer, very attra ctive. 

COPY I. Fair only. £ 15 
COPY 2. A very good copy. £48 
BICGLES FL YING DETE CTIVE . Red Fox 1996 
based on Sgt. Biggleswonh CJDS. Terrific strips in 

full colo ur. Mint copy. £ IS 
ACE HIGH . The Ace Publishing Co mpany London . 

Pre -war Annua l size volume with Howard Leigh 
cove r. 4 plares in full c-0lour. 4 plates in black and 
white. plus many more lllusrrations. 4 STORIES 

FROM W.E. JOHNS. 3 GEO. E. ROCHESTER. 
Good+. £ 145 
F'LYTNG ADVENTURES . John H~milton pre-war 

annua l siw volume. 6 wonderfu l avia tion p lates in full 
co lour . 4 in black and white . STORIES: 3 W.E. 
JOH NS, 3 GEO. ROCHESTER. A good+ copy of this 

extreme ly scarce t>ook wilh near spi ne repair . £135 
THE BEST O F BIGGLES . Chancellor Press First 

Edition 1985. Fine copy with laminated co lour cover . 
Contain s 5 books including the very scare titles 
'Biggie s and the Black Mask' and 'B igg ies ,tnd the 

Dark Intruder. £45 
TIIE FIRST BIGGL ES OMNIBU S. Hodder and 

Stoughtnn. ContenL~: 'Sweeps the Desert', ·1n the 
Orient' , ' Delivers the Goods ' , 'Fai ls to Return. 

COPY I. YEAR 1954 . Vg in vg in vg d/w. £22 

COPY 2. YEAR 1955. Vg no d/w. £ 12 
COPY 3. YEAR 1964. Vg+ no d/w . £12 

COPY 4. YEAR 1953. A very good copy of FirsL 
Edition in a stunning d/w. £38 

BI GCLE S AIR DETE CTr VE OM NIB US. Hodder 
and Stoughton. Contems: ·Sgt Bigglesworth C.l.D.' . 

' Biggies Second Case ' , 'A nother Job for Biggies', 
'Bigg ies WorkslLOut' . 

COPY 1. YEAR 1956. A very good copy of the First 

Edition in a vg cllw. £42 
COPY2. YEAR 1963. Vg in vg cUw. £22 

COPY J. YEAR 1959. Vgnod/w . £12 

COPY 4. YEAR 1963 . Vg no d/w. £12 

THE BIG G LES ADVENTURE OMNIBUS . 
Hodder and Stoughto n. Contents: 'Biggtes Gets his 

Man '. 'No Rest for Biggies', 'Ano ther Job for 
Biggies', 'B Takes Holiday ·. A First Edition 1965, 

x.L IB but good in vg d/w. £28 
BIGGLES - THE UF E STORY OF CA Pf . W.E.. 
JOHN S. P.B. Ellis and J. Schofie ld 1993, Ve.lore 
Publishing . Well researched biography of the crea tor 

of Biggies, Worrals - et all. Ageles s avia tion. A min~ 
copy in a mini classic d/w. £45 
THE BIGGLES BOOK OP TREA SURE 

H1JNTING. Firs t Edition 1962 published by Max. 
Parrish. Avg copy in Strikin gly attractive vgdlw. 

£75 
BJGCL ES BAJTS THE TRAP. Vg in 111os1 
appea ling dw published by Odharns circ I 950/60;; 
(The Wonder Book of Com ics - 320 pages. 32 pages 
in full co lour - over 700 illustrati ons). £48 
BIGGL ES ANO THE MENACE FROM SPACE. 
Colour ~trips - paperback 1981. Vg. £18 

B1GCLES- 'THE CASE OF TH"E MYSTE RIOUS 
G UNSHOTS . A vg copy in smart stylish dw 

published by Odhams <.:irca 1950/60s (The Golden 
Book of Comics 326 pages , 32 page!; in full colo ur . 

Over 900 rtluS1ra1ious. £48 

TERMS: 
PAYMENT ON YOUR SATISFACTORY RECElPTOFGOODS 

PLUS POSTAGE AT COST. 
4 ROOMS OF STOCK. 

VISITORS MOST WELCOME BY APPOINTMENT. 
YOU WILL BE AMAZED 
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COPYRIGHT. This no11·profit 111ak111g 111ag11~ine is pr/vutel y circ11/(lre1). Th" repr11tl11cria11 IJ/ th, • 
co11/1m1.,, either wholly or in f)Ort. ll'i tlrou t wnrltm p11rmi.vsirmfrom The Ft<iiwr , is v1ric1/y fotbidrlt!11. 
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